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Aims

• To review the history of assessment practices and viewpoints of official 
bodies regarding assessment

• To understand the rationale for The Barlow’s assessment development

• To share assessment developments at The Barlow for Key Stage 3



Assessment History
• 1988

– KS3 levels introduced with the introduction of the National Curriculum

• 2015
– Removal of levels = ‘Life without Levels’

– Schools can now adopt their own approach to internal assessment. 

– DfE does not specify what this should look like

– However, the assessment system should be designed to check that 
pupils are on track to meet expectations at the end of the key stage.

2015 at The Barlow was a flight path from Year 7



Official Bodies
• Department for Education (DfE) 

– Each school is autonomous and can develop its own system of 
assessment. 

– System developed should be fair and transparent

– High expectations for the attainment and progress of all pupils. 

– High value qualifications 

– A broad and balance curriculum

• Ofsted

– Is the approach used effective in measuring the progress pupils are 
making?

– How does this relate to their expected progress?



Ofsted’s Quality of Education

Implementation

• Check learners’ understanding systematically, identify 
misconceptions accurately and provide clear, direct feedback

• Respond and adapt their teaching as necessary

• Support learners to embed and use knowledge fluently and to check 
understanding and inform teaching

• Evaluate how assessment is used in the school to support the 
teaching of the curriculum



Assessment Development

• Criteria based approach 

• Knowledge and skills 

• Ability based

• Contributes to teacher next steps in planning



Emerging Working Towards Working At Working at Greater Depth

Greetings and 

Introductions

• Know how to use basic 

language structures to say 

how I am and my name.

• Ask somebody else their name and how they are.

• Identify how other people are feeling.

• Vary language according to 1st and 3rd person to give 

details about a friend.

• Demonstrate high levels of spoken and written 

accuracy including accent, intonation and tone.

Personality
• Identity common adjectives 

used to describe 

personality.

• State the main adjectives in both masculine and 

feminine forms.

• Describe myself and a friend in greater detail using a 

variety of common adjectives with the correct 

gender.

• Confidently express a written or spoken description 

using the correct gender and adjective together with 

high levels of written or spoken accuracy.

Family/Brothers and 

Sisters

• Use basic family member 

vocab together with 

numbers 1-10 to describe 

the members of our family.

• State how many brothers and sisters we have and 

ask others the same question using masculine and 

feminine nouns.

• Describe brothers and sisters in more detail using 

adjectives in the correct form.

• Use the verb ‘Tener’ in all forms to give and receive a 

variety of responses for 3rd person and plurals.

Age and birthday 

with numbers 1-31

• Use numbers 1-31 plus the 

months of the year to state 

our birthday and age

• Identify through listening and reading activities the 

birthdays and ages of others.

• Be able to give a longer written or spoken response 

that incorporates name, age and birthday.

• Independently create a short (minimum 20 words) 

presentation about myself and a family member that 

includes name, age, birthday and how we feel.

Pets and Adjectives 

(colours)
• Identify common pets 

including correct spelling.

• Identify and use the correct colours to describe a 

pet including accurate spelling or intonation.

• Successfully identify the correct adjectival agreement 

to describe masculine and feminine pets together 

with accurate word order.

• Extract precise information when dealing 

independently with longer and more detailed written 

or spoken passages that require greater depth of 

knowledge and build upon prior learning.

Likes and Dislikes 

(Hobbies)

• Recognise and understand 

the 4 key opinion phrases 

using them accurately in 

spoken or written form.

• State opinion phrases together with both an 

infinitive and sport or hobby and the use of 

positive/negatives.

• Describe likes and dislikes in greater depth through 

justifications to give a more detailed response.

• Extract precise information when dealing 

independently with longer and more detailed texts 

that require a higher level of understanding and 

accuracy. Be able to produce a written response that 

gives and seeks opinions and justifications with regard 

to likes and dislikes.

The Present Tense
• Recognise the 6 verb 

endings for regular AR 

verbs in the present tense.

• State the correct verb ending to accurately talk 

about myself and others in the present tense and 

use adjectives to accurately describe myself and 

others.

• Use present tense verbs in both regular and irregular 

form using AR verbs to give a longer and more 

detailed spoken or written response.

• Give a longer and more detailed written or spoken 

response that incorporates regular and irregular verbs 

in the present tense using AR, ER and IR verb forms.

The Weather

• Recognise common 

weather phrases in the 

present tense to describe 

today’s weather.

• Identify the verb hacer and use it accurately to 

describe weather. Describe what we do if and when 

the weather is a certain way.

• Extract information from longer and more detailed 

responses across different cultures that discuss 

weather and likes/dislikes in both written and spoken 

forms.

• Independently create a written or spoken response ( 

minimum 20 words)that discusses our hobbies when 

the weather is a certain way. Including different 

weather seasons and more complex language phrases 

such as a veces, nunca and de vez en cuando.

Sports and Leisure
• List common sports using 

the verbs Jugar and hacer.

• Give detailed opinions on these sports and combine 

these responses with the opinions and likes of 

others.

• Independently extract information from longer and 

more detailed responses of others in written and 

spoken forms including listening for gist and exact 

detail.

• Independently give a written or spoken response in 

greater depth ( minimum 30 words) using more 

complex structures and phrases, that includes all 

aspects covered thus far including likes and dislikes, 

sports and hobbies, the weather , adjectives and 

personal details such as age and birthday

Assessment Criteria – Year 7 Modern Foreign Languages
“Learn, Achieve, Succeed”


