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Understanding and Applying Historical Skills 

Year 7

Year 1
1

The significance of 
changes in people’s 
lifestyles during the 

Stone Age

The key features of 
Stone Aged 

settlements and 
communities 

including Skara Brae

Interpretations of 
the importance 
of Stonehenge

The key features of England 
in the 11th century

Interpretations 
of the 

claimants to 
the English 

throne in 1066

The 
significance of 
the battles of 

Stamford 
Bridge and 

Hastings

The key 
features of 
William’s 

rule in 
England

The significance of 
key events 

including the battle 
of Bosworth, the 

attack of the 
Spanish Armada 
and the Civil War

Interpretations 
of Henry VIII, 

Mary I, 
Elizabeth I and 
the Gunpowder 

Plot

The key features 
of society in Tudor 

and Stuart 
England, including 

poverty and 
attitudes towards 

witchcraft 

The key features of 
the Atlantic slave 

trade and the Middle 
Passage journey

Interpretations 
of the 

experiences of 
enslaved 

Africans and the 
abolition of 

slavery

The significance of 
the Civil Rights 

movement

Describin
g key 

features

Explaining 
changes 

over time

Explaining 
causes and 

consequence
s

Explaining 
the 

importance 
of events

Developing 
narrative 
accounts

Analysing 
and 

evaluating 
hypothesese

Making 
inferences 

from 
historical 
sources 

Judging the 
usefulness of 

historical 
sources

Developing 
enquiries 

from 
historical 
sources Identifying 

and explaining 
how and why 
interpretation
s of the past 

differ

Analysing and 
evaluating 

interpretation
s of the past

The Industrial Revolution World War I and World War II
The 

Holocaust

Weimar Germany, 
1918-33

The development of the 
Nazi Party, 1920-33

Life in Nazi 
Germany, 1933-39

Plots and revolts against 
Elizabeth I, 1569-88

Elizabethan society in the age of 
exploration, 1558-88
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The British sector of the Western Front, 
1914-18: injuries, treatment and the 

trenches

Conflict in the Middle East: Attempts at a 
solution, 1974-95

Conflict in the Middle East: 
The escalating conflict, 

1964-73

The significance 
of the 

industrialisation
of Britain

The key features of 
living and working 

conditions in 
industrial Britain

Interpretations of 
crime and policing 

in industrial 
Britain, including 
the case of Jack 

the Ripper

The significance of 
the development 

of railways

Interpretation
s of the events 
at St. Peter’s 
Fields in 1819

The reasons for, 
and significance 

of, the 
development of 

the British 
Empire

The key features 
of, and reasons 

for, Adolf 
Hitler’s attitudes 

towards Jews

Interpretations 
of the Warsaw 

Ghetto 
Uprising

Changes in 
Nazi 

government 
policy towards 
the Jews in the 
years 1933-45

The key 
features of the 
‘Final Solution’ 
and the end of 
the Holocaust

Interpretation
s of the causes 
of the conflicts

Reasons for, and 
consequences of, 

the development of 
new methods of 
warfare including 

trench warfare and 
Blitzkrieg

The significance of key 
events including the battle 

of the Somme, the 
evacuation of Dunkirk and 

the battle of Britain

The context of the 
British sector, 

including the Ypres 
salient, the Somme 

and Arras

Conditions 
requiring medical 
treatment on the 

Western Front

The chain of evacuation, 
including the work of 
the RAMC and FANY

The significance of 
the Western Front 
for experiments in 

surgery and 
medicine

The historical 
context of 

medicine in the 
early twentieth 

century

Ideas about the 
cause of disease 

and illness

Approaches 
to 

prevention 
and 

treatment

The significance of the work of individuals 
including Hippocrates, Galen, Sydenham, 

Vesalius, Harvey, Nightingale, Snow, Pasteur, 
Koch, Lister, Simpson, Florey and Chain and 

Watson and Crick

Significant epidemics of 
disease including the 

Black Death, Great 
Plague, smallpox, 

cholera and COVID-19

Factors 
leading to 
medical 

development
s

The key features and significance 
of plots and revolts in England

The significance of 
the work of Sir 

Francis Walsingham

Relations with 
Spain, leading to 

the outbreak of war 
and the Armada

The reasons 
for, and 

significance of, 
Mary, Queen of 

Scots’ 
execution

Educatio
n and 
leisure

The 
problem 

of the 
poor

Exploratio
n and 

voyages of 
discovery

Walter Raleigh and 
the attempts to 
colonise Virginia

The situation 
on Elizabeth 
I’s accession 
to the throne

The ‘settlement’ 
of religion

Challenges to the 
religious settlement

The problem 
of Mary, 
Queen of 

Scots

The origins of the 
Weimar 

Republic, 1918-
19

The early 
challenges to 
the Weimar 

Republic, 
1919-23

The recovery of 
the Weimar 

Republic, 1924-29

Changes 
in society, 
1924-29

Nazi policies 
towards 
women

Nazi 
policies 
towards 

the 
young

Employment 
and living 
standards

Persecution 
of minorities

The early 
development 

of the Nazi 
Party, 1920-22

The 
Munich 

Putsch and 
the lean 
years, 

1923-29

The growth in 
support for the Nazi 

Party, 1929-32

How Hitler 
became 

Chancellor, 
1932-33

The creation 
of a Nazi 

dictatorship, 
1933-34

The Nazi 
police 
state

Controlling and 
influencing 
attitudes

Opposition, resistance 
and conformity to the 

Nazi Party 

The British 
withdrawal and the 
creation of the state 

of Israel

The 1948-49 war and its aftermath

Increased 
tension, 1955-
63, including 

the Israeli 
attacks on 

Gaza and Sinai 
and the Suez 

Crisis

The causes and key events of 
the Six Day War, 1967

The aftermath of the Six Day War, 
including UN Resolution 242, the 

significance of the occupied 
territories and the use of terrorism

Israel and Egypt, 1967-73, 
including the events of the 

Yom Kippur War and its 
aftermath

Diplomatic negotiations, 
including ‘shuttle diplomacy’, 
the reciprocal visits, the Camp 
David Accords and the Treaty 

of Washing ton, 1979

The Palestinian issue, including 
Yasser Arafat’s speech to the UN, 

the invasion of Lebanon, 1982 and 
the Palestinian Intifada, 1987-93

Attempts at a solution, including Yasser Arafat’s renunciation of 
terrorism, 1988, the Oslo Accords, 1993, the Israel-Jordan peace treaty, 

1994 and the second Oslo Accords, 1995
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