
 

  

6th January 2021 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I am writing to you following the most recent announcement regarding Y11 examinations for 2021, 

in particular reference to the OCR National Engineering exam due to be taken on Tuesday 12th 

January.  The Department for Education (DfE) have given schools the autonomy to determine 

whether this exam will take place or not to ensure the pupils’ bests interests are at the core of the 

decision.   

I have considered this at length, and is not a decision I’ve taken lightly, but have decided that it is 

not in our pupils’ best interests to sit the examination on Tuesday.  The decision to cancel the 

Engineering exam is based on several factors which cumulatively could severely affect the 

achievement of your son/daughter in securing a grade which is truly reflective of their academic 

ability in the subject. 

The factors upon which I have based the decision to cancel the Engineering exam due to be sat 

on Tuesday 12th January are as follows: 

1. The impact of an incredibly prolonged national partial closure of school for the duration of 6 

months due to the global pandemic.  The monumental impact of this was evident with the 

outcomes of mock examinations in November.  

2. The limited robust blended learning provision from March 2020 due to short notice of partial 

closure. 

3. The impact of staff and pupil absence due to COVID-19 symptoms or periods of self-

isolation. 

4. The impact of the staggered return to schools in January, compounded by the reversion to 

remote learning for this period via Microsoft Teams. 

5. The introduction of the current national lockdown of schools therefore preventing face to 

face teaching prior to the examination next week.   

6. The DfE announcement last night of the GCSE exam cancellations may have added to 

pupils’ anxieties regarding their qualifications.   

7. The current challenges pupils are facing due to the pandemic itself such as illness, family 

members suffering from COVID or potential bereavements.   

The final two points I, sadly, cannot quantify this due to the current school closure to the majority 

of pupils.  

 

 



 

In summary, the collation of the above evidence has led me to take the decision to cancel the 

OCR National Engineering exam on Tuesday 12th January for all Y11 pupils who were due to sit 

the examination.  Once again, this is not a decision I have taken lightly but there seems no fair 

way for pupils to demonstrate their knowledge when the above has been the context in which they 

have studied for the qualification. 

Should you wish to discuss this further please contact my Deputy Headteacher for Achievement 

Mrs Scott via the Main School Office. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ms C Wallace 

Headteacher 


