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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we near the end of a very busy and successful autumn term, and commence our final preparations for Christmas, 
whilst endeavouring to maintain ‘business as usual’ during our last week, I would like to thank pupils for their hard 
work and achievements so far this year.  They have demonstrated amazing resilience during the last few months, 
and I am extremely proud of the way they have adapted to their new routines.  Our pupils are The Barlow’s greatest 
asset and it is a privilege to educate them.  I would also like to thank the staff for their dedication and commitment 
to excellence, as always, they have gone above and beyond to ensure the highest quality of education for your 
children, under what are extremely challenging circumstances.  
 
As ever, it has been a very productive term and we have many success stories to share and celebrate together.  I 
would encourage you to read the newsletter that will be sent to all parents and carers towards the end of the week 
to give you an insight into the highlights of this half-term. 
 
Covid-19 Track and Trace 
In the early part of the Christmas holiday the school will be required to ‘track and trace’ the close contacts of any 
positive Covid-19 cases.  If your child receives a positive test result between the close of school on Friday 18th 
December and the evening of Sunday 20th December then please let us know by emailing 
covidqueries@thebarlowrchighschool.co.uk.  In your email communication, please provide us with the following 
information: 
 

• Name of your child.  

• Date of onset of symptoms. 

• Date of test. 

• Date of test result. 

• Details of any pupils that your child has come into contact with going to and from school and during break 
and lunchtimes.  

 
ClassCharts and SIMS Xpressions 
We would encourage all parents who have not accessed their ClassCharts or SIMS Xpressions app to make use of 
these devices that are available.  Both are important tools for home-school communication.  ClassCharts enables you 
to track attendance, behaviour, and engagement, allowing parents and school to work together for the benefit of 
your child.  SIMS Xpressions allows you to access messages sent by the school delivered directly to the app, for 
example, whole-school communications, school closure, revision sessions, examination timetables etc. 
 
Attendance and Punctuality 
It is essential that all students attend school every day and arrive on time, so that they do not miss essential learning 
and can achieve their full potential.  From January, all gates will be closed promptly at 8.20am and those pupils who 
arrive late twice in a week will be placed into an N3 detention.  If a pupil does arrive after 8.20am they will need to 
enter the school site via the main gate, where their time of arrival will be logged.  
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Uniform 
Thank you for your support in ensuring that all our pupils adhere to our high standards in terms of their appearance 
and for sending your child to school in full uniform, looking extremely smart and ready to learn.  Just a reminder of 
the following: 
 

• We have a strict no jewellery rule.  Pupils are advised to avoid disappointment and not have piercings during 
the academic year.  No concessions will be made for pupils who ignore this advice. 

• Make-up, nail varnish or nail extensions are forbidden. 

• Long hair must be tied back whilst in school. 

• Skirts should be un-pleated, plain black.  They should also be of an appropriate length, as per our school 
uniform policy.  Our website outlines the styles which are accepted and where they can be purchased. 
Please refer to this if you have any doubt. 

• It is recommended that pupils in Years 7-10 wear a school jumper throughout the winter months.  Currently, 
teaching spaces are required to be well-ventilated and a jumper will ensure that they are able to keep warm.  
We suggest that if your child is feeling the cold whilst in school that they wear a vest underneath their school 
shirt.  Government guidance advises that pupils wear additional thin layers of clothing in order to keep 
warm.  

• No hoodies are allowed in school.  Any hoodie in school will be confiscated. 

• Pupils should be wearing a plain, dark coloured coat preferably with a hood.  We would also encourage all 
pupils to carry an umbrella too at this time of year. 

• Face masks are now a part of our pupils wear in school.  All pupils should be arriving to school with their own 
suitable face mask.  These MUST be plain and suitable to be worn in school.  If a student fails to arrive with 
as mask 3 times in any half-term, they will receive an N3 detention.  Please can we ask for your support in 
ensuring your child comes to school with an appropriate face mask. 

 
Parents of Year 11 Pupils 
Please be aware that there are only 17 school weeks to the beginning of the GCSE examinations.  Whilst we urge 
pupils to relax and have a good rest over the Christmas break, it is essential that they also do an appropriate amount 
of revision, to enable them to learn essential knowledge required for the examinations. 
 
Free School Meals 
As you may be aware, the Government have made the decision to provide those families in receipt of Free School 
Meals with supermarket vouchers for over the Christmas holiday period.  These will be distributed to pupils on 
Wednesday 16th December.  If you do not wish the vouchers to be sent home with your child, then please contact 
our school reception to arrange a time for you to collect them. 
 
Parental Contributions 
Many thanks to parents who have contributed to our request for funding this term.  As you will be aware, school 
budgets are extremely stretched at the current time.  We therefore are reminding parents of the voluntary 
contribution of £1 a week per family that we ask for, which will go directly to improving the quality of provision for 
your child.  This can be paid via our ParentPay system.   Please contact our Finance Team if you require any further 
information.  
 
Important Dates  
 

Date Event 

Thursday, 14th January 2021 Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday, 28th January 2021  Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday, 2nd February 2021 Headteacher’s Surgery 

Thursday, 11th February 2021 Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Friday, 12th February 2021 MANCEP Inset Day – Pupils not in school 

 
 



 

 
 
Arrangements for the end of the autumn term 
 
School will close for Christmas on Friday, 18th December 2020 at NOON.  Pupils will be allowed to remain in school 
to have lunch if required.  The local bus services have been informed of the early finish.  School will re-open on 
Monday, 4th January 2020 at 8.20am. 
 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for your continued loyalty and ongoing support 
for our Catholic School.   I would also like to remind you to follow us on social media to enable you to see the 
wonderful things that happen in our school every day.  On behalf of staff and governors, I wish you all a joyful and 
peaceful Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Ms CM Wallace 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


