
Year 8 Term 1: Soap Operas

Glossary of Drama 
Conventions:

• Soap Opera - An 
ongoing episodic 
televisions drama

• Cliff Hanger – the 
tense end of a 
scene, wanting the 
audience to find 
out more

• Stereotypes – An 
over simplified 
view of someone/ 
something based 
on society

• Stock characters –
Hero, Villain, 
Damsel in Distress, 
Side-kick

• Proxemics – The 
distance between 
characters to show 
their relationship 

• Commedia del Arte 
The art of comedy 
16th century)

• Exaggeration –Over 
the top actions

• Realism – when a 
scene is made to 
look realistic

• Naturalism – the 
style of acting 
portrayed in soap 
operas

• Set design – the 
physical 
surroundings of the 
programme

• Split screen – 2 
scenes taking place 
at the same place 
at different times.

• Cross cutting –
cutting between 
scenes. 

• Characterisation –
the voice, 
movement and 
personality of the 
character. 

Style - Naturalism      Practitioner  - Konstantin Stanislavski 
Co founder of the Moscow Theatre Company. Invented ‘The 
System’ a range of techniques to help the actor become the 
character on the inside as well as out. 
Believed that drama should be 

naturalistic and acting should be 
realistic.

Stock Characters – The stereotypical characters we see in 
Soap Operas originated from the 16th century Italian comedy 



Year 8 Term 2: Devising

Glossary of Drama 
Conventions:

• Devising – a 
method of theatre 
where there is no 
script

• Mime - actions, 
gestures and 
expression without 
words

• Slow motion –
slowing the pace of 
movement 

• Flash Back – A 
scene in the past

• Monologue –
When the character 
is speaking directly 
to the audience 

• Narrator – A 
character who tells 
the story

• Conscience 
Corridor – A 

corridor made up 
of people that 
speak the 
characters thoughts

• Spontaneous 
improvisation – A 
rehearsal technique 
improvising 
without planning 
Cross-cutting –
switching between 
2 scenes

• Forum Theatre –
when the audience 
can change the 
direction of the 
play

• Thought Tracking –
Saying your 
thoughts to the 
audience

• Split Screen – 2 
scenes on 1 stage 

For the performance Stay in role 

Rehearse, rehearse 

Understand your character

communication to the audience  

Skills explored:
Vocal Rhythm intonation

Pace/tempo tone
pause projection

Movement
Exaggeration
Character relationships/ 
Proxemics
Gesture
Facial expressions
Body Language



Year 8 Term 3: Let Him Have It

• 1950’s culture –
• Stimulus- a 

starting point for 
a devised piece of 

theatre 
• Improvisation –

creating drama on 
the spot.

• Tension – the 
feeling created on 

stage which 
effects the 
audience. 

• Monologue – an 
extended speech 

made by one 
person. 

• Status – the 
characters 
position in 

society. 
• Cross-cutting –

crossing between 
2 or more scenes. 

• Hot seating –
Interviewing a 

character. 
• Role play –

creating a scene 
as another 
character. 

• Narrator – A 
person that tells a 

story to the 
audience. 

• Thought tracking 
– saying your 
thoughts out 

loud. 
• Forum theatre – a 

technique which 
gives the 

audience the 
chance to change 
the direction of 

the scene.  
• Surrealism – non 

naturalistic 
theatre

The true story of the case ended with Bentley hanged for 
murder under controversial circumstances on 28 January 
1953. While Bentley did not directly play a role in the 
murder of PC Sidney Miles, he received a greater 
punishment than the gunman (who was 16).

Practitioner - Bertolt Brecht. Style of theatre - surrealism
A German playwright and poet (1900’s). 
He wrote didactic theatre mostly 
Surrounding the war where the 
audience were made to consider the
message being delivered from the
Performance. The actors who were
merely portraying the characters using
an alienation technique and the
V-effect (making things strange).
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