
Year 11 Term 1: Component 2 Performing from a script

1. Read the lines aloud. By speaking the lines, you will 
hear them, and they are more likely to stick. 

2. Ask a friend to help you. Friends can correct you on 
any mistakes you make, give you the cue lines and go 
back over any weak areas.

3. Play a Game.  Find a ball and either throw it between 
a partner or against a wall. Say your lines as you 
throw it, restarting from the top every time you drop 
the ball or mess up a line. 

4. Little and often. Go over them first thing in the 
morning, a few times during the day and last thing at 
night.

5. Move around while you are saying your lines. The best 
thing to do is to act and feel the emotions of the 
character so that you are learning the meaning of the 
speech as much as the words.

6. Learn the cue lines that lead in to each of your lines. 
Being prompt with your lines will give you and your 
fellow actors more confidence.

7. As you say or read the lines, follow the thought 
pattern of each speech and the overall progression of 
the scene. Your lines are a part of the play. They don’t 
exist on their own.

8. In rehearsals, listen to and think about what the other 
actors are saying. Don’t just concentrate on what 
you’ve got to say.

9. Look, Cover, Pronounce, Check. 

As part of Eduqas GCSE Drama you are required to perform 
two extracts from the same published text. 

You will learn the lines and perform your artistic intentions to 
an external examiner. 

You will consider costume, lighting and sound design for your 
performance. 



Year 11 Term 1: Component 2 Performing from a script

Performance skills
Character – the use of vocal and physical 

characteristics 
Voice
(pitch, tone, rhythm, pace, volume)
Emphasis – Highlighting the importance of a word.
Articulation – How you pronounce words
Intonation – the rise and fall of the
voice. There’s a clear movement up at
the end of a sentence when we ask
questions for example. 

Physical
Facial expression – Using your face to communicate an 
emotion
Body language – Using your body to communicate feelings
Status - the hierarchy of a character 
Gesture – a movement to communicate meaning
Stance – How you stand in role as the character
Posture – The position of the body when sitting or standing
Gait – the way a performer walks on and off stage
Status – the hierarchy of the characters  
Proxemics – the distance between the characters to show a 
relationship
Style – how the acting is performed for example, 
naturalistic, physical theatre or Theatre in Education

Focus – the actors ability to stay in role
Use of space/ spatial awareness – Being aware of what is around 
you
Timing - Keeping a regular pace to keep the audience engaged 
Staging – choosing and using appropriate staging
Blocking – positioning the actors on stage
Ensemble – a group of people that perform together 
Levels – different heights used to create visual interest or show 
status
Tension – creating atmosphere and mood for the audience
Genre – a type or category such as comedy or horror

Things to consider

Given circumstances – the who, what, where, when of the scene
Hot seating – Answering questions in role
Role on the wall – developing facts and feelings about your 
character
Marking the moment – Making part of the performance obvious 
to the audience
Forum theatre – stopping the performance to highlight areas of 
development 
Thought Tracking –the thoughts of the character being told to 
the audience
Off text improvisation – creating a scene based on the knowledge 
of your character

Rehearsal techniques



Year 11 Term 2: Component 3 – Interpreting Theatre DNA by Dennis Kelly

Plot

Act 1 – Mark and Jan discuss that someone is
‘dead’, this throws the audience into the
middle of the action. Leah talks and Phil eats.
John Tate is stressed and tries to keep control
over the group by using fear and threats.
Richard threatens his leadership but this is
suppressed. When Mark and Jan arrive they
explain to the group their version of events
leading up to Adam falling into a grille. They
try to justify their actions. Phil finally speaks
and devises a plan to frame a non-existent
person.

Act 2 – Leah is still trying to get Phil’s attention. The police
have found a man that fits the description of the man Phil
concocted because Cathy used her initiative to find a man that
matches the description. The plan has gone wrong. Brian is
refusing to go to the police station to identify the man who is
being framed. Phil threatens him with being killed just as Adam
was on the grille. He agrees to go. Leah tries to get Phil’s
attention again.

Act 4 – Jan and Mark reveal someone has ‘gone’ this turns 
out to be Leah. Richard tries to convince Phil to re-join the 
group. He tries to gain his attention in a similar way to Leah. 
Phil doesn’t speak nor eat as he usually would. Richard tells 
him what has happened to the rest of the group. Richard 
appears to have taken the place of Leah as he sits in the 
field with Phil.  

Act 3 – By act 3 scene 3, Cathy is second in 
command and is nominated to Kill Adam. A 
conversation takes place between her and Phil 
despite Leah’s attempts to be heard, she is ignored 
by both of them. 



Year 11 Term 2: Component 3 Interpreting Theatre DNA by Dennis Kelly

A street A field A wood

Mark and Jan – Act as the narrators as part of a 
‘chorus’. They throw the audience directly into 
the action at the beginning of each act. 
Leah – is a moral character and tries to reason 
with many of the other characters. She is 
sensible and able to think for herself, however 
she still falls under the leadership of Phil. 
Phil – the boyfriend of Leah, although on stage 
in many scenes, Phil rarely speaks. Usually is 
actions involve eating. 
John Tate – only appears in Act 1 scene 3. He 
leads using fear to control others. However, he 
is visibly falling apart as he panics and is unable 
to control the situation. 
Cathy – Has no remorse about the groups 
actions. She finds the situation ‘exciting’ and 
later becomes quite violent. 
Richard – first appears to be a strong character. 

Although he stands up to John Tate, he is 
always put back in his place. 
Brian – is the weakest in the group. The other 
characters see him as weak and vulnerable and 
someone the police would believe. 
Danny – A sensible character with aspirations. 
Lou – will follow whoever is the leader. She is a 
‘yes’ woman, controlled by fear.
Adam – is the victim .  

Gangs – a mob mentality was created when the characters all acted the 
same way as those around them towards Adams death
Morality – Leah is the only character who has any morals and wants to do 
the right thing
Power – Bullying is used to gain power, the power shifts throughout the 
play with John Tate being the leader followed by Phil. 
Murder – All the gang are responsible for Adam’s death. 
Guilt – The characters fail to take responsibility for their actions some feel 
guilty and others don’t. 


