
Year 10 Term 1: Component 1 Devising theatre

As part of Eduqas GCSE Drama you are required to: 
• devise an original 10- 15 minute performance from 

a stimuli 
• A written 750-900 word portfolio explaining the 
research, and development of the devising process. 
• An evaluation, explaining your successful and 

unsuccessful aspect of the performance.

The devised piece must be in the style of a chosen 
practitioner.

Devising techniques 
Devising – A method of theatre- making in which the 
script originates from a performing ensemble (team) 
working collaboratively.  
Naturalistic Improvisation - When an actor performs 
a character as if they are a real person
with real memories and beliefs. This requires 
Empathy (when an
actor puts themselves in the character’s shoes).
Mime -Suggesting action, character or emotion 
without words, using gesture, expression and 
movement. 
Monologue – When the character is speaking 
his/her thoughts aloud, directly addressing another 
character or the audience. 
Stimulus – A recourse which inspires ideas for 
creating drama. 
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Last years exam paper:
1. A statement ‘The Promise’
2. A song ‘7 Years’ by Lukas 

Graham
3. A quote ‘Sometimes I can 

feel my bones straining 
under the weight of all the 
lives I’m not living’ 
Jonathan Safran Foer 
(Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close). 

4. An Image



Year 10 Term 1: Component 1 Devising Theatre

Research- Explore each stimuli, finding out all the 
fact around it. 

Map ideas – Write all your initial ideas on a mind 
map. 

Discuss – Share your ideas with your group and 
decide on a final idea.

Storyline – Decide on a theme for your story, who is 
the protagonist?  

Structure – How will you structure your piece? 
Linear, cyclical etc. 

Practitioner – What style will chose? What 
techniques? 

Blocking – Begin to piece your ideas together 
practically. 

Rehearse and refine your piece. What changes and 
development have you made? 

Non-linear drama is where the narrative doesn’t 
run in a straight line. It’s non-chronological. 
You could do non-linear if:
-There is more than on storyline
-Theatre in Education
-Brechtian style or a range of non naturalistic 
practitioners
-Creating dramatic irony

A sequence in a chronological order 
including a beginning, middle and end.



Year 10 Term 2: Component 1 Devising Theatre - in the style of…

Your devised, original piece of theatre should be in the style of a chosen practitioner. You have 
to include specific techniques to match that style. 

Main Practitioner used - Bertolt Brecht – Epic theatre – audiences are being engaged with a 
drama and constantly reminded that what they are watching is only a play. 
• Brecht was a German playwright and poet from the 1900’s
• He wrote didactic theatre mostly surrounding the war
• The audience were made to consider the message being delivered from the performance
• The actors merely portraying the characters using an alienation technique and the V-effect 

(making things strange). 

Other Genres

Comedy – a type of dramatic work that is 
amusing, with a cheerful ending.
Tragedy – Where the protagonist suffers 
extreme sorrow or the ability to cope with 
circumstances. 
Naturalism – Acting as realistic as possible, 
close to real life. 
Physical theatre – physical aspects are 
shown to be more important than the 
dialogue. 

Brecht likes his plays to be performed in ‘Theatre in the 
Round’



Year 10 Term 2: Component 1 Devising Theatre - techniques

Basic Skills
Still image – a symbolic frozen picture
Thought Tracking – Saying your thoughts out loud to 
an audience
Cross-cutting – moving forwards and backwards 
between scenes
Slow motion – slowing the pace of movements
Narration – someone telling the audience the story
Conscience corridor – two lines of thoughts of the 
character 
Audience address – speaking directly to the 
audience
Intermediate skills
Choral speaking – 2 or more actors talking at the 
same time
Tableaux – actors freeze in positions that create a 
picture of one important moment in the play. 
Soundscape – a variation of different sounds made 
by the actor
Advanced skills
Monologues – an uninterrupted speech said by one 
actor
Multi-role – playing more than one character
Stylised movement – Non natural ways of moving

Specific Brechtian techniques

• Placards – a visual for the audience
• Gestus – a gesture 

• Didactic – educational 
• Alienation – distancing yourself from the 

character

• Multi-role – playing more than one character
• Split role – more than one actor playing a 

character
• Song/dance
• Remove 4th wall – talking directly to the 

audience

• Narration – someone telling the story



Brecht would use a bright light, white wash using Flood 
Lights to cover the stage. He often kept the house lights on 
to include the audience in the play.
Lanterns – a name for each light
Fresnel – makes a bright wash of light
Gobo – creates a shape on the stage
Barn door – fixed to a Fresnel to widen

the area of light

Year 10 Term 3: Devising – Technical aspects

.

Actors mostly wore black clothing, with one item to 
symbolise their character. 
Actors wore placards (a sign) around their necks to tell 
the audience who their character was.
Actors used costume to represent their character rather 
than becoming their character fully.

During the development of your devised 
piece, you will also consider the technical 
aspects surrounding it, including; Lighting 
and Sound, Staging, Costume and Set. 
Bertolt Brecht would generally keep 
everything minimalist as he wanted the 
audience to focus only on the message of 
the piece. 

A flood Light

Music is played to accompany the songs sung by the 
actors. Often sound effects are used to shock the 
audience, for example a gun shot. This kept the 
audience engaged throughout.
Diegetic sound - is a noise which occurs naturally e.g
footsteps.
Non Diegetic sounds – sound that is edited in, e.g
birds chirping or a car horn. 
Orchestra– sound created from a live band


