
Year 9 Term 1: Judaism
Key Word Definition

Torah The holiest books for Jews.  The word 
Torah means law. It is written in Hebrew.

Synagogue A Jewish place of worship and assembly. 

Mitzvot A Jewish rule or commandment.  There 
are 613 found in the Torah.

Minyan A group of 10 or more for prayer.

Siddur Jewish prayer book.

Worship Showing love and adoration to God.

Shekinah The divine presence of God

Covenant An agreement or promise

Features of the synagogue.

The Ark
A special cupboard used to store and 
protect the sacred Torah Scrolls.  

The Ner Tamid
An eternal light 

The Menorah
A candelabrum that is a symbol of the 
Jewish faith.

The Bimah
A raised platform that is used to read 
the Torah from.

The uses and importance of synagogue

• Prayer as a community. 
• A place for learning and community 

activities.

The Talmud is a book which gives 
instructions for how Jews should follow 
the mitzvot.  It teaches that if Jews pray  
together  in a minyan that God will be 
present.  

Jewish covenants

A covenant is an agreement or a promise.
The first covenant was made between God 
and Abraham. 
God promised Abraham that he would have 
many descendants if he would worship only 
one God and be loyal. 
Abraham waited patiently and eventually 
was given a son. 

The second covenant was between God and 
Moses. 
The Jews had escaped from slavery in Egypt 
and were growing tired of their journey to 
the promised land. 
God provided them with the 10 laws to 
guide them and keep them loyal to him. 

Messiah

Some Jews – such as Orthodox Jews 
believe that the Messiah will definitely 
come. 
He will be 
Born with the authority of God
A peaceful ruler
A prince of peace
A Just leader
He will rule from Jerusalem
He will restore Jewish law and the 
Jewish temple. 

Many reform Jews do not think that it is 
necessary for the Messiah to come. 
They believe they can bring about the 
Messianic age without the Messiah. 
Through Tikkun Olam or prayers and 
hard work. 

Jewish Worship – prayer, observing the 
mitzvot etc.

Jews should pray 3 times a day.  
Many Jewish men wear and use special 
objects during worship.

Festivals:

There are 3 pilgrim festivals, Pesach 
(Passover), Shavuot and Sukkot.

Pesach – This is a festival remembering the 
final plague which allowed the Jews to 
escape from slavery. The Angel of Death 
‘passed over’ the homes of the Hebrews 
because they had followed God’s 
instructions. 

Shavuot – This is a harvest festival which 
also remembers the Torah being given to 
the Jewish people. 

Sukkot – This is the ‘festival of booths’. Jews 
remember how God protected them from 
the sun in the desert. They build a hut or 
Sukkah and dwell in it for 8 days. 

The Siddur contains the daily 
prayers

The Yad is a pointer used 
to read the Torah Scrolls

The Mezuzah is placed on 
all Jewish door posts

The Tallit is a prayer shawl

Symbol: The Star of David

Founder: Abraham
• God spoke to Abraham and made a special covenant 

(agreement) with him.  
• Abraham became the Father of the Jews.

• Judaism originated in the country of Israel. 
• Jerusalem was the main city and all Jews would 

worship together in one large temple.

Jewish beliefs about God

There is 
only 1 God

He is the creator and 
is all-powerful

God is 
eternal

God is a 
judge

http://adventureofgod.blogspot.com/2013/03/one-god-aik-alif.html
http://sweetclipart.com/golden-infinity-symbol-1230
http://www.churchofgodwms.com/ahnsahnghong/god-world-mission-society-church-god-creator-god


Year 9 Term 2: Arguments for the Existence of God

Key Word Definition

Atheist Someone who does not believe in the existence of God.

Agnostic A person who does not believe it is possible to know 
whether God exists or not

Cosmological Relating to the history, structure and dynamics of the 
universe

Omnipotent The belief that God is all powerful

Revelation The way in which God has made himself known to humans

Theodicy A theory of why God permits evil

Vision Seeing a religious figure either as a corporeal (solid) form 

or as an imaginative vision. 

Miracle Something which seems to break the laws of science and 

makes people think only God could have done it

Numinous An experience having a mysterious, spiritual, or holy 

quality, someone feels the presence of a greater being

What is revelation?
Revelation is the way in which God makes Himself known to us. This can 
take different forms such as the teachings of the Bible. However the main 
source of revelation is the existence of Jesus. We get to know what God is 
like through Christ. For Christians this is proof that God exists because he 
is sharing his life with us. It also helps humans understand the nature and 
purpose of life.  Examples: Jesus’ miracles demonstrate that God is 
omnipotent.  The Genesis story demonstrates that God is the creator.

Visions and Miracles
Visions and Miracles are other ways that God reveals himself to humans. Visions can be corporeal (appear real) or imaginative (happen inside someone’s 
head). They are important because they can affect someone’s behaviour dramatically, e.g. by causing a conversion and changing the way someone lives 
their life.  Examples from the Bible are; Moses, Abraham, Joseph and the Angel Gabriel and St Paul’s Conversion. 
Miracles also influence faith in God, if someone experiences a healing miracle at Lourdes they will certainly develop a deeper faith
in God. This also helps humans to understand the nature of God. Examples from the Bible are; Jesus’s healing miracles, Jesus walking 
on water, and Jesus turning water into wine. 

Criticisms of Religious Experiences:
• Miracles contradict the laws of nature.  Our experience tells us the laws of nature are unbreakable.
• For many religious experiences there is no testable evidence to prove the truth of  what happened- they are too brief and/or personal.
• There are more logical explanations, e.g. visions could be hallucinations caused by drug use or illness.
• Religious Experiences are wishful thinking caused by a desire for security and meaning.

Religious Experiences help people to 
confirm their faith in God or to 
become religious. 

There are four main types;
1. Miracles
2. Answered Prayers
3. Numinous experiences
4. Conversion experiences

The Criteria for a Religious Experience is: 
• Must be seen as direct contact with 

God. This can be public or personal
• Must strengthen your faith. 
• Must change your behaviour or 

outlook on life 



Year 9 Term 2: Arguments for the Existence of God

The Problem of Evil and Suffering
Natural and Moral evil exist in the world. Moral evil
is suffering caused by humans  but Natural Evil 

is suffering which is beyond our control, 
e.g. Earthquakes.  This causes problems because
if God is omnipotent, He has the 
power to stop suffering; if 
He is omniscient, He is aware
of its existence in the world; and if He 
is omnibenevolent, He would surely want 
it to stop.  This is often referred to as ‘The Problem of Evil’. 

Theories of creation

The Design or Teleological argument explains how 
the world is too complex to have happened by 
accident.

William Paley compares the universe to a
watch, which is complex and clearly has a
designer.  He says that there must have 
been a God to design the universe. 

Criticisms: Natural disasters such as volcanoes could 
suggest the Earth is poorly designed. Some animals are 
now extinct – were they designed? The scientific theory 
of Evolution tells us that we have had to adapt to our 
surroundings, rather than everything being designed 

for us.

The Cosmological or First Cause Argument explains 
how there is a cause for everything and nothing can 
Cause itself. This means the Universe mush have
A first cause which is very powerful.  Aquinas says 
that this must be God. 

Criticisms: Just because everything within the universe 
needs a cause, it does not mean that the universe as a 
whole needs a cause because this is impossible. If 
everything has a cause them some people ask ‘who 
caused God?’.

Catholics respond to the problem of evil in 3 main ways:
1.  Biblical response
• The story of Job shows that God allows us to be tested by Satan.  The reasons for 

suffering are not something that can always be understood by humans. Although we 
sometimes suffer, there are other times when we are very lucky, this  can give those 
who suffer strength.

• Jesus’ death reminds Catholics that suffering has a 
purpose and can bring about something good.  

2. Practical response 
• Catholics can share their suffering with God through prayer and doing this may bring 

a sense of relief.
• Catholics believe that Jesus calls them to help those who 

are suffering. The Parable of the sheep and the goats teaches
that those who help others are also helping Christ.

3. Theological response
• Evil only exists in the world because of humans who have misused 

their freewill and created an absence of goodness in the world. 
• God allows evil because we are made in God’s image but are incomplete. Humans 

grow towards perfection to be more like God through the use of freewill. Evil and 
suffering exist because they are the best way for humans to develop.



Year 9 Term 3: Judaism
Key Word Definition

Talmud The Jewish oral law

Shema The declaration of faith – said as a prayer

Amidah The standing prayer containing 19 
blessings

Shiva The mourning period after someone dies. 

Kosher Something allowed in Judaism, usually 
referring to food. 

Kashrut The name given to the Jewish food laws

Shabbat Jewish holy day of rest, it begins every 
week on Friday at sunset and ends on 
Saturday at sun set.

Atonement At one with God – making amends for any 
wrong doings and being reunited with 
God.

The Shema

This is a prayer that observant Jews 
should say twice a day. 
It reminds Jews that there is one God. 
That they must teach their children the 
words of the Torah and wear them 
about their person. 

This is why a Jewish home will have a 
Mezuzah on the door frame. 
It is also why Jewish men wear a Tefillin
during prayer. 

The Amidah
Amidah means standing prayer. It must 
be said standing and facing Jerusalem.

The Amidah is used in daily prayers and 
may be said 3 times a day. 

The Amidah contains 19 blessing which 
Jews recite while they also go through 
some ritual movement. 

The ModehAni

The ModehAni are the first words Jews 
utter every morning—while still lying in 
bed. Their first conscious moments are 
spent thanking G-d for the gift of life. It 
doesn’t matter what we did yesterday or 
last night; nothing can taint those first 
innocent words that sit at our primal 
consciousness.

Shabbat

Observing Shabbat is an important 
Jewish mitzvot:
• God makes the universe in 6 days 

and rests on 7th. 
• In the 10 commandments it says 

“Keep the Sabbath day holy”.

On Shabbat Jews do not work, create, 
destroy or create.  

Shabbat is spent together as a family.

There are rituals at home, such as 
lighting the Shabbat candles and 
drinking wine. 

Sanctity of life

❖Sanctity of life: all life is holy as it is 
created and loved by God; human life 
should human life should be 
protected at all costs.
❖Pikuach Nefesh: the obligation to 
save a life, even if doing so breaks 
Jewish law. 

❖Jews respect life as Holy and sacred 
because every life is linked to the 1st

creation of man by God. Judaism 
teaches that we are all made in God’s 
image. 

Festivals: Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur

Rosh Hashanah is the start of the year.

Yom Kippur is the day of atonement. 
• This is the holiest day of the year for 

Jews.  
• They spend the day in prayer asking for 

God’s forgiveness. 

Judgement: The Days of Awe.
• Jews believe that on Rosh Hashanah 

God opens the books of Judgment and 
records their name.  

• They have 10 days to show God how 
sorry they are and how good they can 
be. 

• On Yom Kippur God closes the books 
and their judgement is now final. 


