
Year 9 Half Term 1: Distinctive Landscapes 

Glossary:
Landscape
The visible features of an area its 
landforms and how they integrate 
with physical and manmade 
features 
Geology 
The study of the earth the 
materials of which it is made and 
the processes acting upon them.  
Limestone 
A carbonate sedimentary rock 
which produces distinctive 
landscapes 
Clay
A finely grained natural rock 
which is easily eroded
Honey pot site
is a location attracting throngs of 
tourists who, due to their 
numbers, place pressure on the 
environment and local people. 
Honeypots are often used by 
cities or countries to manage their 
tourism industry.
Carrying Capacity
The number of people, animals, 
or crops which a region can 
support without environmental 
degradation
Visitor management 
Ensuring that visitors do not have 
a negative impact on the area 

they are visiting 
Footpath erosion 
Removal of soil by repeated use 
of the footpaths

Jurassic Coastline 
A world Heritage coastline on the 
south coast of Britain 
Holderness Coastline
Coastline on the East coast of the 
UK that is rapidly eroding 

Rural economy and society 
Impact that the distinctive 
landscapes can have on the 
economy and the people in rural 
areas  

Limestone landscapes Malham Cove 

Impact of high 
visitor numbers 



Year 9  Half Term 2: Landform processes and change 

Glossary:
Deposition
A river lays down or drops the 
sediment or material that it is 
carrying.
Erosion
The wearing away, in this case by 
water and rocks constantly rubbing
Hydraulic Action 
Process of erosion where the force 
of the water gets into cracks and 
widens them  
Abrasion
Process of erosion where material 
in the water wears away a river 
bank or cliff like sandpaper 
Attrition 
Process of erosion where rocks and 
pebble smash against each other 
and become rounder and smoother  
Solution
Process of erosion where rocks are 
dissolved by the acid in the water  
Transportation
A process where the river moves, or 
transports materials (it's load) from 
one place to another.
Traction
When rocks are rolled along the 
bed of a river 
Saltation 
Process where rocks bounce along 
the bed of the river 
Suspension 
When small particles are carried in 
the water 

Solution 
When dissolved rocks are carried in 
the moving water 
Meander
A bend in a river - usually in the 
middle or lower course. 
Valley
A valley is a long trough in the 
landscape that has been eroded by 
a river or a combination of river and 
glacier action.
Waterfall
A place where the river course is 
interrupted by a tall step.
Head lands and bays 
Landforms created from alternating 
bands of hard and soft rock 
Wave cut platform
A landform created by cliff retreat  
Arches stacks and stumps
Landforms created when a 
headland is eroded 
Longshore drift
Movement of material along a 
beach 
Spits 
Depositional landform created 
when a coastline changes direction
Consolidated rock  
Compressed rock that is difficult to 
erode 
Unconsolidated rock 
Rock that has not been compressed 
and erodes easily 



Year 9 Half Term 3: drainage basins of the UK 

Glossary:
Drainage Basin
The area of land that is 
drained by a river and its 
tributaries.
Interception 
Precipitation  is prevented  
from hitting the ground 
normally by trees 
Infiltration
Water sinking into the soil 
from the ground surface 
Through flow
Movement of water through 
the soil back to the river 
Overland flow 
Movement of water back to 
the river over the surface of 
the land
Flood
When a river bursts its 
banks and the surrounding 
food plain is covered in 
water
Hydrograph 
A graph to show how the 
water flow in a river 
responds to rain

Hard engineering  
large scale projects which 
work against nature to 
prevent flooding
Sort Engineering  
Sustainable approaches to 
flood management which 
work with nature to manage 
the flood risk 

Different approaches to flood management 



Year 9 Half Term 4: The Urban-Rural Continuum of the UK 

Glossary:

Urban

A built-up area, 

usually a city 

or a town.

UK Population Density

Rural

A countryside area.

Services

Provision we rely on in the 

community such as 

healthcare, education. Etc.

There are 11 cities which 
exceed 300,000 inhabitants, 
these being London, 
Birmingham, Glasgow, Leeds, 
Sheffield, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Edinburgh, 
Bristol, Cardiff and Coventry.

Cities with urban areas below 
300,000 inhabitants include 
Reading, Leicester, Brighton, 
Belfast, Southampton, 
Bournemouth and Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, with Bradford just 
under 300,000.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasgow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeds
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheffield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belfast
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southampton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newcastle_Upon_Tyne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradford


Year 9 Half Term 5: Population and Urban Change in the UK

Glossary:
Ageing Population: In the population 
structure of many HICs there is often a 
high proportion of elderly people who 
have survived due to advances in 
nutrition and medical care.
Birth Rate: The number of live births per 
1000 people per year.
Counter-urbanisation movement of 
people in HICs away from urban areas to 
live in smaller towns and villages (see de-
urbanisation and urban-rural shift).
Death rate: the number of deaths per 
1000 people per year. 
Dependent Population: those who rely on 
the working population for support e.g. 
the young and elderly.
Depopulation: the decline or reduction of 
population in an area.
De-urbanisation: the process in HICs by 
which an increasingly smaller percentage 
of a country’s population lives in towns 
and cities, brought about by urban-rural 
migration
Distribution (of a population): where 
people are found and where they are not 
found.
Economic Migrant: person leaving her/his 
native country to seek better economic 
opportunities (jobs) and so settle 
temporarily in another country.
Emigrant: someone who leaves an area to 
live elsewhere.
Family Planning: using contraception to 
control the size of your family.
Immigrant: someone who moves into an 
area from elsewhere.
Life Expectancy: the average number of 
years a person born in a particular 
country might be expected to live.
Migrant: someone who moves from one 

place to another to live.
Migration: movement of people.
Natural Increase or Decrease: the 
difference between the birth rate and the 
death rate. Additional effects of 
migration are not included.
Overpopulation: where there are too 
many people and not enough resources 
to support a satisfactory quality of life.
Population Change: Births - Deaths + In-
Migration - Out-Migration = Population 
Change.
Population Density: number of people 
per square kilometre.
Population Pyramid: a graph which shows 
the age and sex structure of a place.
Push-Pull Factors: push factors encourage 
or force people to leave a particular 
place; pull factors are the economic and 
social attractions (real and imagined) 
offered by the location to which people 
move (i.e. the things which attract 
someone to migrate to a place).
Quality of Life: things (e.g. housing) that 
affect your standard of living.
Sparsely Populated: an area that has few 
people living in it.
Structure (of a population): the relative 
percentages of people of different age 
groups, usually shown on a population 
pyramid.
Urbanisation: the growth of towns and 
cities leading to an increasing proportion 
of a country’s population living there. It 
as a gradual process common in LICs
where 1 million people move from the 
countryside to the cities every three days.
Working Population: people in 
employment who have to support the 
dependent population.

In mid-2017, the population
of the UK was an estimated 
66 million – its largest ever. 
The UK population is 
projected to continue 
growing, reaching almost 73 
million by 2041. Sustained 
UK growth results from 
births outnumbering deaths 
(by 148,000 in 2017) and 
immigration exceeding 
emigration (by 282,000 in 
2017).

If the retirement age remains fixed, and 

the life expectancy increases, there will 

be relatively more people claiming 

pension benefits and fewer people 

working and paying income taxes. The 

fear is that it will require high tax rates 

on the current, shrinking workforce


