
Social And Historical Context
Learn the following mnemonic 
SMACDOWN to help you remember 
the key contextual information for An 

Inspector Calls:
▪ Socialism 
▪ Microcosm
▪ Age
▪ Capitalism
▪ Darwinism
▪ Order in 

Society
▪ Women
▪ Nepotism 

Key Quotations 
1. ‘I’m talking as a hard-headed, practical 

man of business. And I say there isn’t a 
chance of war.’ (Mr. B) 

2. ‘A chain of events.’ (Inspector) 
3. But these girls aren’t

cheap labour – they’re 
people.’ (Sheila) 

4. ‘Girls of that class-’ (Mrs B) 
5. - ‘You mustn’t try to build up a kind of 

wall between us and that girl.’ (Sheila) 
6. ‘You were the wonderful Fairy Prince. 

You must have adored it, Gerald.’ 
(Sheila) 

7. ‘Go and look for the father of the child. 
It’s his responsibility.’ (Mrs B) 

8. ‘Each of you helped to kill her.’ 
(Inspector) 

9. ‘There are millions and millions and 
millions of Eva Smiths and John 
Smiths…’ (Inspector) 

10. - ‘We are members of one 
body. We are responsible 
for each other.’ (Inspector) 

11. - ‘They will be taught it in 
fire and blood and anguish.’ (Inspector) 

12. ‘The famous younger generation who 
know it all. And they can’t even take a 
joke-‘ (Mr. B) 

Themes
You may be asked to write an essay 
on a them in An Inspector Calls. 
Make sure you know the relevance 
of each theme in the play: 
▪ Gender
▪ Social Status
▪ Social Responsibility 
▪ Family 
▪ Generational 

Differences
▪ Time 
▪ Guilt & Remorse

Year 9 Half Term 1: An Inspector Calls (Sets 1-2)

Characters
Ensure you know the importance of each 
character. You could test yourself by checking you 
know quotations for each character. Make sure 
you know which themes the characters link to. 
▪ Mr Arthur Birling
▪ Mrs Sybil Birling
▪ Miss Sheila Birling
▪ Mr Eric Birling
▪ Mr Gerald Croft
▪ Eva Smith/Daisy Renton 



Themes
You may be asked to write an essay 
on a them in Blood Brothers. Make 
sure you know the relevance of each 
theme in the play: 
▪ Gender
▪ Social Class
▪ Social Inequality
▪ Violence 
▪ Superstition 
▪ Motherhood/Family 
▪ Loyalty 

Year 9 Half Term 1: Blood Brothers (Sets 3-4)

Act 1 Key Quotations 
1. Mrs Johnstone: I said, I said look, next 

week I’ll pay y’
2. Mrs Johnstone: I love the bones of 

them.
3. Mrs Lyons: Give one to

me.
4. Edward: Don’t you 

know what a dictionary is?
5. Mrs Lyons: You see why I don’t want 

you mixing with boys like that! You 
learn filth from them. 

Act  2 Key Quotations 
1. Narrator: Who’d dare tell the 

lambs in spring what fate 
the later seasons bring? 

2. Mickey: I’d crawl back to that 
job for half the pay and double the 
hours. 

3. Edward: Why…why is a job so 
important? …I’ve got money, plenty of 
it.

4. Linda: An’ what about 
what I need? I need 
you.

5. Mickey: I could have been…I could have 
been him. 

Characters
Ensure you know the importance of each character. You could test 
yourself by checking you know quotations for each character. Make sure 
you know which themes the characters link to. 
▪ Mrs Johnstone
▪ Mrs Lyons (Jennifer)
▪ Mickey Johnstone
▪ Edward/Eddie Lyons
▪ Linda
▪ The Narrator
▪ Mr Lyons (Richard)
▪ Sammy
▪ Milkman/Gynaecologist/Catalogue Man

Social And Historical Context
Learn the following mnemonic 
MEMES to help you remember the 
key contextual information for Blood 

Brothers. 
▪ Marilyn Monroe
▪ Employment
▪ Margaret Thatcher
▪ Education
▪ Social class



10 Key Quotations Linked to Themes. This is 
the absolute minimum you should know: 

Fate V Free Will 
M: Art thou but a dagger of the mind?
W: None of woman born shall harm 
Macbeth.

Gender
LM: Yet I fear thou art too full of the milk o’
human kindness.

LM: I would have dash’d the brains out.

Power and Ambition
M: Stars, hide your fires. Let not light see
my black and deep desires.

LM: Look like the innocent flower but be 
the serpent under’t.

God and Religion
GM: She has a light by her continually.
M: I could not say Amen when they did say
God bless us.

Supernatural
LM: Come you spirits that tend on mortal
thoughts unsex me here.

W: Fair is foul and foul is fair.

Year 9 Half Term 2: Macbeth- Plot & Themes 

You will need to know the plot of the play. Here is a basic 
summary of each act: 
Act 1
▪ The witches deliver their prophecies to Macbeth and Banquo.
▪ Macbeth writes to Lady Macbeth explaining what has

happened.
▪ Lady Macbeth persuades Macbeth to Kill King Duncan. 

Act 2
▪ Lady Macbeth covers up the murder.
▪ Malcolm and Donaldbain flee from Scotland.
▪ Macbeth becomes King of Scotland.

Act 3
▪ Macbeth hires murderers to kill Banquo and his son, 

Fleance, but Fleance escapes. 
▪ Macbeth sees Banquo’s ghost at the banquet

Act 4
▪ Macbeth visits the witches and is shown three 

apparitions which give him warnings
▪ Macbeth has Macduff’s family murdered

Act 5 
▪ Lady Macbeth sleepwalks and imagines blood on her 

hands
▪ The English army advance disguised as Birnam Wood
▪ Lady Macbeth kills herself
▪ Macduff kills Macbeth
▪ Malcolm becomes King od Scotland 



The Literature Examination requires you to fulfil certain criteria. This bullet 
point list is a starting point and indicates the minimum of what should be 
included in every paragraph of your examination answer:
▪ Method
▪ Quotation 
▪ Explain
▪ Words- analyse
▪ Effect/impression on reader/audience
▪ Writer’s purpose linked to context

Year 9 Half Term 3: Macbeth- Analysis 

Key Context Points for Macbeth 
▪ King James of Scotland- the play was written for a Jacobean audience 
▪ King James I was the author of book on witchcraft 
▪ King James I succeeded Elizabeth I
▪ The Gunpowder Plot— Catholics tried to assassinate James, a Protestant King 
▪ The Divine Right of Kings— society believed the King was God’s chosen representative on

Earth 
▪ This links to the Great Chain of Being- it was a sin to disrupt this ‘chain’
▪ Women were expected to be passive, maternal, religious, dominated, submissive 
▪ The play was adapted from real life Macbeth and James I was descended from Banquo
▪ Jacobean society was extremely religious—they had strong beliefs about Heaven and Hell,

the afterlife, witches 
▪ 3 key areas of context which link to James I’s fears can be recalled using the mnemonic WWE: 
✓ Women
✓ Witches
✓ End of his life  

Key Symbols and Motifs
▪ Sleep/conscience 
▪ Blood/guilt 
▪ Gothic/evil 
▪ Succession 
▪ Light and dark 
▪ Water/innocence 
▪ Disruption of natural

order/chaos



REVISION: Accurate and varied punctuation is essential. Aim to use a wide 
range of these punctuation marks in every lesson, not just English:
▪ Full Stops

~ Shows the end of a sentence that is not a question or statement.
▪ Question Mark 

~ Indicates a question/express disbelief.
▪ Exclamation Mark

~ Indicates interjection/surprise/strong emotion.
▪ Comma

~ Separates lists/phrases/words.
~ Separates adverbs (‘however’, ‘moreover’ etc.) from the rest of the sentence.

▪ Semi-Colon
~ Shows thoughts on either side of it are balanced and connected.
~ Separates words or items within the list.

▪ Colon
~ Introduces a list/dialogue/definition.

▪ The Dash
~ Separates elements within a sentence – long, dramatic pause.
~ Gives an abrupt break in sentence, or a change in thought.
~ Acts as brackets.
~ Shows an interruption or hesitancy in speech.

▪ Ellipsis
~ Indicates that a word/words have been left out.

▪ The Apostrophe
~ Shows that letters have been left out.
~ Shows possession.

▪ Speech Marks
~ Indicate quotes (evidence) or direct speech. 

Glossary:
▪ Character

Any person, animal or figure created in a literary work. 
▪ Extended Metaphor

Continuing a metaphor throughout a poem or piece of 
writing

▪ Hamartia
▪ A fatal flaw that leads to the downfall of the tragic hero 
▪ Setting 

A play with humorous characters or events in which the 
characters triumph over adversity. 

▪ Structure
The order of ideas and the choices made
when constructing a story

▪ Metaphor
A figure of speech that compares two different things by 
saying that one thing is the other

▪ Methods 
Techniques used by writers such as metaphors, similes and 
pathetic fallacy.

▪ Monologue
▪ A speech given by one character. In a play or film. 
▪ Narrative Voice

The stylistic voice given to a story- usually first person (I), 
third person (he/she/they) or 3rd person omniscient (an 
‘all—knowing narrator) 

▪ Pathetic Fallacy
When nature and the weather is  used in 
creative writing to reflect mood or character 

▪ Proverb
A short well-known saying usually offering a piece of advice

▪ Simile 
A figure of speech that compares two different things by 
saying that one thing is like another

Year 9 Half Term 4: Creative Writing

Character- throughout this unit you will work on creating characters. For original 
characters, you must bring them to life by giving them:
▪ Background- age, gender, family, job
▪ A public persona versus hidden wants and needs
▪ Hamartia- a flaw which causes them problems and creates conflict in their life
You can remember your characters and use them again for creative writing in the future



Year 9 Half Term 5: Fiction Unit- Short Story & Unseen Poetry

This unit aims to encourage 
you to read unfamiliar fiction. 
Further your studies at home 
by reading:
▪ The Poet X by 

Elizabeth Acevedo
▪ I Am The Seed 

That Grew The
Tree by Fiona Waters 

▪ Fresh Ink: An 
Anthology

▪ Because You Love 
to Hate Me: 13 
Tales of Villainy

Happy Reading!☺

Success Criteria for writing 
about Unseen Poetry
▪ METHOD
▪ QUOTATION/S
▪ EXPLAIN
▪ WORD ANALYSIS
▪ EFFECT
▪ PURPOSE

Poetry Glossary.  In addition to the methods you learnt in Half Term 4, you will also 
need to learn the following: 

• Alliteration- Repetition of sounds at the start of two or more words

• Couplet- a pair of rhyming lines

• Enjambment- the continuation of a sentence beyond the end of a line or stanza without 
pause or punctuation

• Form- the overall structure or pattern of a poem, how it looks n the page

• Free Verse- a poem without a set rhyme or rhythm

• Imagery- writing that uses any of the five senses 

• Meter- the pattern of syllables in a poem for example pentameter is 5 beats/10 syllables in 
a line

• Onomatopoeia- words whose sounds suggest their meaning

• Personification- giving human qualities to inanimate objects

• Rhyme- repeating sounds, usually at the ends of words

• Rhythm- the beat of a poem

• Speaker – the voice of the poem

• Stanza- a group of lines in a poem, also known as a verse

• Symbolism- representation through an idea, object or image 

• Theme- the moral or message of a poem; a particular issue in society explored in a poem 



Year 9 Half Term 6: Speaking Assessment & Poetry  

Speaking Assessment
Presenting your speech. You should be confident when speaking 
to the class: 
▪ Practise your speech beforehand.
▪ Organise your speech  and ensure you have an engaging 

introduction, structured main arguments and a powerful 
conclusion. 

▪ Try to vary your tone, speed and volume when you speak. 
▪ Be prepared to answer questions on your speech topic. 

Poppies
Poet: Jane Weir
Born: 1963

3 key quotations to learn: 
• ‘all my words, slowly 

melting

• ‘A split second and you 
were away, intoxicated’

• ‘hoping to
hear your 
playground 
voice 
catching on the wind. 

War Photographer
Poet: Carol Ann Duffy 
Born: 1955

3 key quotations to learn: 
▪ spools of 

suffering set 
out in 
ordered 
rows’

▪ ‘how the blood stained 
into foreign dust’

▪ ‘The reader’s eyeballs 
prick with tears between 
the bath and pre-lunch 
beers’

Remains
Poet: Simon Armitage
Born: 1963

3 key quotations to learn: 
▪ ‘probably 

armed, 
possibly not’

▪ ‘he’s there 
on the 
ground, sort of inside 
out’

▪ ‘the drink and drugs 
won’t flush him out’

Kamikaze
Poet: Beatrice Garland 
Born: 1938

3 key quotations to learn: 
▪ ‘a one way journey into 

history’

▪ ‘little fishing boats 
strung out like bunting’

▪ ‘he must have 
wondered which had 
been 
the 
better 
way to 
die’

Recap on Literature Success Criteria:
▪ Method
▪ Quotation 
▪ Explain
▪ Words- analyse
▪ Effect/impression on reader/

audience
▪ Writer’s purpose linked to 

context



Year 9 Half Term 6: Speaking Assessment  

Speaking Assessment
Presenting your speech. You should be confident 
when speaking to the class: 
▪ Practise your speech beforehand.
▪ Organise your speech  and ensure you have an engaging 

introduction, structured main arguments and a powerful 
conclusion. 

▪ Try to vary your tone, speed and volume when you speak. 
▪ Be prepared to answer questions on your speech topic. 

Paper 2 Question 5 Success Criteria 
for Assessment 1 this half term: 

▪ Write 5 paragraphs minimum
▪ Use RAPTORS methods (see below)
▪ Use ambitious vocabulary
▪ Use a full range of punctuation 

accurately
▪ Use a variety of sentence types 
▪ Use well-planned paragraphs 

The writing question is worth 40 marks in your exam 
which is half of all available marks. Using RAPTORS 
methods will improve the standard of your writing:: 
▪ R- Rhetorical Question  
▪ A- Alliteration
▪ P- Personal Pronouns 
▪ T- Triplets
▪ O- Over exaggeration 
▪ R- Repetition
▪ S- Statistics and Facts 

Advice for this paper:
▪ Read! This is a non-fiction paper where you 

need 
to read a non-fiction extract and comment 
on it, 
then write your own piece of non-fiction.

▪ Try reading a variety of non-fiction texts and 
in particular, good quality broadsheet 
newspapers such as The Guardian.







Paper 2 Reading Questions and Success Criteria:

Question 1- Shade in 4 true statements (out of 8)

Question 2- Summarise the differences in….in Source 
A and in Source B- 2 or 3 times- NO METHODS
▪ Statement on Source A
▪ Quote
▪ Inference

▪ Statement on Source B
▪ Quote
▪ Inference

Question 3- Language Question
▪ Method (e.g. metaphor, simile, adjective) 
▪ Quotation (this implies…)
▪ Word/s (including word class)
▪ Explanation (Mood, image, effect)

Question 4- Compare writers’ viewpoints in Source A and B 
▪ Viewpoint
▪ Quotation
▪ Method
▪ Explain
▪ Compare

Paper 1 Reading Questions and Success Criteria:

Question 1- List 4 things/4 facts.

Question 2- Language Question
▪ Method (e.g. metaphor, simile,

adjective) 
▪ Quotation (this implies…)
▪ Word/s (including word class)
▪ Explanation (Mood, image, 

effect)

Question 3 – Structure (beginning, middle, end) 
▪ (Structural) Method-Shift 

in Focus 
▪ Quotation 
▪ Effect
▪ Focus 
▪ Purpose

Question 4- Evaluate a statement e.g. ‘In this story, the 
characters are realistic. How much do you agree?
Agree/Disagree
▪ Method & Quotation  
▪ Link 
▪ Explain

Year 9 Half Term 4: Language Papers 1 & 2 



The writing question is worth 40 marks in your exam 
which is half of all available marks. Using MRPASSO
methods will improve the standard of your writing: 
▪ M- Metaphor
▪ R- Repetition
▪ P- Personification
▪ A- Alliteration
▪ S- Senses
▪ S- Similes and Metaphors
▪ O- Onomatopoeia

Paper 1 Writing Question and Success Criteria :
Question 5- Describe the picture or write a story-
▪ Write 5 paragraphs minimum.
▪ Use MRPASSO methods (see below).
▪ Use ambitious vocabulary.
▪ Use a full range of punctuation accurately.
▪ Use a variety of sentence types.  
▪ Use well-planned paragraphs. 

Year 9 Half Term 4: Language Papers 1 & 2 

Advice for this paper:
▪ Read! This is a fiction paper where you 

need to read a fictional extract and 
comment on it, then write your own piece 
of fiction.

▪ Try reading a variety of short stories and novels. 

Paper 2 Writing Question and Success Criteria:
Question 5- Writing to argue/explain/persuade 
▪ Write 5 paragraphs minimum
▪ Use RAPTORS methods (see below)
▪ Use ambitious vocabulary
▪ Use a full range of punctuation accurately
▪ Use a variety of sentence types 
▪ Use well-planned paragraphs 

The writing question is worth 40 marks in your exam which is 
half of all available marks. Using RAPTORS methods will 
improve the standard of your writing:: 
▪ R- Rhetorical Question  
▪ A- Alliteration
▪ P- Personal Pronouns 
▪ T- Triplets
▪ O- Over exaggeration 
▪ R- Repetition
▪ S- Statistics and Facts 

Advice for this paper:
▪ Read! This is a non-fiction paper where you need 

to read a non-fiction extract and comment on it, 
then write your own piece of non-fiction.

▪ Try reading a variety of non-fiction texts and in particular, good 
quality broadsheet newspapers such as The Guardian.


