
Year 8 Unit 1: The Industrial Revolution
The intended purpose of this unit of study is to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the industrialisation of Britain from
c1750 onwards. Furthermore, pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following historical skills in order to ensure that they are
GCSE-ready; describing and explaining key features, analysing interpretations and making inferences.

Opportunities for deeper learning can be accessed by
scanning or clicking the following QR codes for topic-specific
websites or YouTube clips:

• Industrialisation – The process by which an economy is
transformed from farming to manufacturing goods.

• Revolution – A great change.
• Empire – A group of countries ruled by a single monarch

or country.
• Suffrage – The right to vote.

Pupils should know:

• The industrialisation of Britain led to major changes in
towns and cities. Populations increased as people
migrated from the nearby countryside in search of work
in newly built factories specialising in the production of
cloth or pottery. These people were usually forced to
live in terrible conditions, which made them vulnerable
to deadly diseases such as cholera.

• Major innovations occurred in this period, which
continue to benefit modern life. For example, the
development of canals and railways has made it
possible to transport goods and people across the
country. Other innovations included; developments in
medicine such as anaesthetics, wider access to
education and the development of a postal system.

• This period exacerbated social divisions between the
wealthy upper class and the working class and resulted
in the latter campaigning for wider suffrage; a notable
example being the meeting at St. Peter’s Fields in
Manchester in 1819.

• Led by Queen Victoria, the British developed a large
empire, which included 23% of the world’s population
by c1900.
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Historical Skills
• Describing and explaining key features of the past involves

identifying relevant features of that aspect of the past and
developing a description of them with precise factual
information or thorough explanation.

• Analysing interpretations involves studying historians’
contrasting views of the past and identifying the main
difference between them. Details from the interpretations
can be used to clearly show the contrasting views.

• Making inferences involves studying historical sources in
order to consider what they suggest about an aspect of
the past. Details from the sources can be used to support
the inferences that are made.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nl_-6WPQ4Sg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvmv4wx/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Or8sC64ZOL8


Year 8 Unit 2: World War One

The intended purpose of this 20 lesson unit of study is to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of World War One Furthermore,
pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following historical skills in order to ensure that they are GCSE-ready; describing key features,
analysing interpretations and making inferences.

Opportunities for deeper learning can be accessed by
scanning or clicking the following QR codes for topic-specific
websites or YouTube clips:

• Artillery - Large, heavy guns used on land warfare.
• Trench - a long, narrow ditch where soldiers sheltered from enemies
• Propaganda - Information used and distributed to present one side

of an issue.
• Conscription –When a person is forced to join the army

Pupils should know:

• What were the causes of World War One?. For example,
the alliance system; militarism and empire building in
Europe; the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand.
For further information,,scan or click QR code 2.

• How were British men convinced to sign up for the war?
For example, propaganda for the British government;
pressure from society, unrealistic expectations of what
the war would entail. For further information, scan or
click QR code 2.

• What was it like for soldiers/civilians during the war? For
example, the different aspects of life in a trench;
Christmas at the front the home front. For further
information, scan or click QR code 3.

• Moral questions posed by World War One. For example,
Was Douglas Haig really ‘the Butcher of the Somme’; How
should Germany be dealt with at the end of the First
World War? For further information, scan or click QR
code 4.

1 2 3 4

Historical Skills
• Describing key features of the past involves identifying

relevant features of that aspect of the past and developing
a description of them with precise factual information.

• Analysing interpretations involves studying historians’
contrasting views of the past and identifying the main
difference between them. Details from the interpretations
can be used to clearly show the contrasting views.

• Making inferences involves studying historical sources in
order to consider what they suggest about an aspect of
the past. Details from the sources can be used to support
the inferences that are made.

Glossary



Year 8 Unit 3: The Second World War
The intended purpose of this unit of study is to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding the causes of the Second World War, the
key events and the consequences. Furthermore, pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following historical skills in order to
ensure that they are GCSE-ready; describing key features, analysing interpretations and making inferences.

Opportunities for deeper learning can be accessed by
scanning or clicking the following QR codes for topic-specific
websites or YouTube clips:

Glossary

• Appeasement –A policy to give in to demands in order to
avoid conflict.

• Blitzkrieg: Lightning war.
• Re-armament: To rebuild the army of a country.
• Evacuation: To move people to safety from an area of danger.

Pupils should know:

• The key features of causes of the Second World War, including
the role of the League of Nations, the policy of appeasement,
the actions of Adolf Hitler and rearmament of Germany. For
further information, click links 1 & 2.

• The effects of the German methods of attack, in particular
Blitzkrieg, the Wehrmacht, the Luftwaffe on France and Britain.
Leading to the key events of Dunkirk, including how it has been
interpreted by differing sources.

• The key features of the Battle of Britain, including the aerial
battles between the British Spitfires and Hurricanes against the
German Junker and Stuka bombers. For further information,
click link 3.

• The key features of D-Day and it’s importance in liberating
France from German control and forcing Germany to fight on
two fronts. For further information, click link 4.

• How the people of Britain reacted to the news that the war was
over, from street parties and paintings to the reactions of the
royals and newspapers.
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Historical Skills
• Describing key features of the past involves identifying

relevant features of that aspect of the past and developing
a description of them with precise factual information.

• Analysing interpretations involves studying historians’
contrasting views of the past and identifying the main
difference between them. Details from the interpretations
can be used to clearly show the contrasting views.

• Making inferences involves studying historical sources in
order to consider what they suggest about an aspect of
the past. Details from the sources can be used to support
the inferences that are made.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9s9q6f/video
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9s9q6f/revision/2
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/8-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-battle-of-britain
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48456573


Year 8 Unit 4: The Holocaust

The intended purpose of this unit of study is to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the causes and features of the Holocaust and the experiences of those persecuted by the Nazis. Furthermore,

pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following historical skills in order to ensure that they are GCSE-ready; explaining and analysing reasons, making inferences and evaluating the utility of sources.

Opportunities for deeper learning can be accessed by exploring the following topic-

specific websites or YouTube clips:

•

•

•

•

Glossary

Anti-Semitism: Anti-Jewish feeling

Persecution: To treat someone unfairly and cruelly because of who they are

The Nuremberg Laws: Laws made by the Nazis which treated Jews unfairly and differently

Kristallnacht: Means ‘the night of broken glass’. Referring to a night in Germany in 1938 when Jewish shops, businesses and 

synagogues were vandalised. 

Ghetto: A slum area of a city where Jews were forced to move to by the Nazis and live in squalor and poverty. 

Pupils should know:

• The reasons for Adolf Hitler’s hatred of Jews. For example, his childhood experiences, his

years living in Vienna and rejection from art school and his bitterness following Germany’s

defeat in The First World War.

• The key features of Nazi treatment of German Jews before the Second World War. For

example, Anti-Semitic propaganda, The Nuremberg Laws and Kristallnacht.

• Nazi treatment of Jews after 1939’. For example, Ghettos, experimentation and mass

murder.

• The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. For example, the actions of the Jewish Combat Organisation in

1943 , how far they were successful and the consequences.

• The key features of the Final Solution. For example, the 1944 Wannsee Conference, the use

of Zyklon B for mass murder of Jews, Death Camps.

• How the Holocaust ended. For example, Liberation of Nazi Death Camps by the Allies, Nazi

attempts to hide evidence of their crimes, Death Marches and response towards Nazi

prisoners of War by the Allies. Historical Skills

• Analysing reasons involved explaining a range of causes of a historical

event in order to consider how they link together and which is the

most important.

• Making inferences involves studying historical sources in order to

consider what they suggest about an aspect of the past. Details from

the sources can be used to support the inferences that are made.

• Evaluating the utility of sources involves studying historical sources in

order to consider what is useful about them and what is limited. The

nature, origin and purpose of the source can be considered to

support this analysis.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkfk7ty/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-gcse-children-of-the-holocaust/zddgnrd
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/what-was-the-holocaust/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/an-introductory-history-of-the-holocaust

	Y8 Knowledge Organiser Unit 1
	Y8 Knowledge Organiser Unit 2
	Y8 Knowledge Organiser Unit 3
	Y8 Knowledge Organiser Unit 4

