
Being Creative 
• Real success in this unit relies on your ability to be creative!
• You will be expected to create your own superhero and villain

so try to be original instead of using ideas from characters you 
are already familiar with. 

• You will also design your own comic book cover. How familiar
are you with comics? Can you research some different comics 
online or in the LRC? Aim to become familiar with the style and 
content of comic book stories. 

Year 8 Half Term 1: Superheroes

Comic Book Glossary:
▪ Anchorage text

Text which ‘anchors’ an image or in 
other words, gives it meaning. 

▪ Colour Scheme
A combination of colours often used to 
signify meaning for example good v evil 
or danger in a comic book.

▪ Font
A style of writing used 
in a text.

▪ Masthead
The title of a comic (or other publication 
such as a magazine or newspaper).

▪ Pug
A text box, often triangular in shape, 
located on the top left or right corner of 
a magazine or comic. 

▪ Puff
A feature on a comic which ‘puffs up’ its 
value. This could be a free gift for 
example. 

▪ Sell lines
Items/features located round the edges 
of a comic cover which ‘sell’ the 
magazine for example features and 
stories the reader will find inside if they 
buy it. 

The main marked piece of work in this half term is the skill of 
evaluation.  You studied this skill last year. Here is the question you will 
need to answer: 

The writer and illustrator of the Beano has made the 
comic cover effective. Do you agree? Why?  

Tips for this question: 
1. Have a strong opinion!
2. Explain your opinion clearly.
3. Keep linking back to the 

key word in the question 
‘effective’.

Success Criteria for this question 
(which you should have learnt in 
year 7)
▪ Agree
▪ Method & Quotation 
▪ Link 
▪ Explain



Glossary:
• Alliteration two or more words which start with the 

same sound.
• Autobiography an account of a 

person’s life written by that person.
• Chronological order events which

take place in the order of which they occurred.
• Compare identify similarities and differences 

between texts.
• First person a text written from a person or 

character’s perspective.
• Headline a heading at the top of an article or page in 

a newspaper or magazine.
• Leaflet a printed piece of paper 

containing information.
• Logo a symbol or image used by 

companies to promote a public image.
• Metaphor a comparison where a person, place, thing 

or action is portrayed as being something else.
• Method techniques used by writers such as 

metaphors, similes and pathetic fallacy.
• Quotation a phrase or short piece of writing taken 

from a longer speech or text.
• Personification giving human 

characteristics to something non-
human.

• Subheading a heading given to a
subsection of a piece of writing.

• Synonyms words which have a similar meaning. 
• Viewpoint a way of looking at something.

Year 8 Half Term 2: Novel

This half term you will be exploring STRUCTURE. This 
includes the following :
▪ Beginning – the start of a text which often describes setting or 

introduces a character. 
▪ Chronological Order- when events in a story 

happen in order of time. 
▪ Cliff-hanger- a plot device used to create 

suspense at the end of a story. The writer has 
deliberately left the reader unsure of what 
happens next. 

▪ Climax- the most exciting or dramatic part of a story. 
▪ Ending- how a text ends, either with deliberate resolution or a lack 

of resolution. 
▪ Flashback- a scene in a novel set in a

time earlier than the main story.
▪ Foreshadow- when the author gives hints 

within a story about what will happen. 
▪ Hook- this interests a reader from the

beginning of the story; it could be a dramatic moment or 
something which requires you to read the whole story to fully 
understand it. 

▪ Middle- how a text develops; often there is a complication or some 
sense of conflict. 

▪ Resolution- when the conflict within a story 
is resolved or worked out. 

▪ Shift in Focus- when a writer changes 
the focus of their writing throughout a text for example from the 
description of setting to dialogue between characters. 



Being Creative
▪ Real success in this unit relies on your ability to be creative!
▪ You will be expected to create your own poem or produce an 

anthology of your own poems that encompass some ideas 
about
culture and identity.

▪ You will be following the creative processes 
of real life 
writers. 

▪ You will have the opportunity to listen to their experiences as 
writers, learn how to edit your writing and have the 
confidence to share your creations with the rest of your peers. 

Glossary.  
• Culture

The ideas, customs and social behaviour of a 
particular people or society.

• Dialect
A particular form of language which is particular 
to a specific region or group of people. 

• from generation to generation.
• Standard English  

The form of English widely accepted as the 
correct form.

• Tradition   
The transmission of customs or beliefs.

• Revision of poetry methods
stanza/rhyme/rhythm/alliteration/simile/ 
metaphor/personification 

• Advanced poetry methods 
• Enjambment

The continuation of a 
sentence without pause or punctuation beyond 
the end of a line, couplet or stanza. 

• Refrain
The repetition of words or phrases- like a chorus 
in song. 

• Volta 
A rhetorical shift or dramatic change in thought 
or emotion 

The main marked piece this half term is in week 5. You will be 
asked to compare the ideas presented in two of the poems you 
have studied this term.  Review these key points to help you: 
▪ Make sure you understand what each poem

is about.
▪ Think carefully about similarities and differences

in the two poems.
▪ Identify the poetic methods used by each 

poet and consider how these present their
ideas and messages.

▪ Try to focus on particular words and phrases for 
a more precise analysis and comparison.  

Year 8 Half Term 3: Poetry from Other Cultures 



In this unit, you will be asked to comment on two writers’ 
viewpoints on the same topic. Here are some tips for 
exploring and comparing viewpoints:
▪ Read both texts very carefully before you write anything. 
▪ When you think about viewpoints, try to think in 

terms of feelings. Is the writer, for example, 
shocked, delighted, horrified or amazed? 

▪ Once you have identified the viewpoints, now 
consider HOW does the writer express their viewpoint? 
Start highlighting words and phrases which you feel 
express the writers’ viewpoints.

▪ As you highlight, make notes in the margin and in 
particular, jot down the METHOD used by the writer to 
express their viewpoint. For example, they might use 
a list, hyperbole, an emotive verb or repetition. 

Glossary:
• Brand 

The name given to a seller or service provider. 
Brands are used in advertising to give a certain 
impression of a product. An example of a 
brand is Nike or Mercedes. 

• Pitch
A pitch is a verbal and/or written presentation 
outlining the proposals for a new product or 
service. 

• Slogan
A short, catchy and memorable phrase 
designed to promote particular product or 
brand. 

• Social media 
Websites and applications that allow users to 
create and share content or to communicate 
and interact. 

• Target Audience 
A group of people at
which a product or 
service is aimed at. 

• Unique Selling Point
A factor which makes a product stand out from 
its competitors. It offers the target audience 
something that other similar products cannot. 

• Viewpoint 
A person’s point of view or opinion. 

Presenting your sales pitch. You should be confident when 
speaking to the class: 
▪ Practise your speech beforehand.
▪ Work well with the rest of your group when writing

your pitch and ensure you share the workload.
▪ Organise your pitch and ensure you have an engaging 

introduction, structured main arguments and a powerful 
conclusion. 

▪ Try to vary your tone, speed and volume when you speak. 

Year 8 Half Term 4: Media & Advertising 



The writing question is worth 40 marks in your exam which half of all 
available marks. Using RAPTORS methods will improve the standard of 
your writing. You should have learned these methods in Year 7: 
▪ R- Rhetorical Question 
▪ A- Alliteration 
▪ P- Personal Pronouns 
▪ T- Triplets 
▪ O- Over exaggeration 
▪ R- Repetition 
▪ S- Statistics and Facts

Reading Questions and Success Criteria for each:

Skill 1- Shade in 4 true statements 

Skill 2- Summarise the differences in….in Source A and in 
Source B- 2 or 3 times- NO METHODS
▪ Statement on Source A
▪ Quote
▪ Inference

▪ Statement on Source B
▪ Quote
▪ Inference

Skill 3- Language Question
▪ Method (e.g. metaphor, simile, adjective) 
▪ Quotation (this implies…)
▪ Word/s (including word class)
▪ Explanation (Mood, image, effect)

Skill 4- Compare writers’ viewpoints in Source A and B 
▪ Viewpoint
▪ Quotation
▪ Method
▪ Explain
▪ Compare

Writing Question and Success Criteria for each:
Skill 5- Writing to argue/explain/persuade 
▪ Write 5 paragraphs minimum
▪ Use RAPTORS methods (see below)
▪ Use ambitious vocabulary
▪ Use a full range of punctuation accurately
▪ Use a variety of sentence types 
▪ Use well-planned paragraphs 

Year 8 Half Term 5: End of Year Test

Advice for this paper:
▪ Read! This is a non-fiction paper where you need 

to read a non-fiction extract and comment on it, 
then write your own piece of non-fiction.

▪ Try reading a variety of non-fiction texts and in 
particular, good quality broadsheet newspapers 
such as The Guardian, The Times and I. 



Year 8 Half Term 6: Shakespeare 

Glossary:
• Drama

A play intended to 
be acted on stage, 
radio or 
television. 

• Playwright
The 
author of
a play. 

• Soliloquy
A part of a play 
where a character 
speaks their 
thoughts aloud.  

• Tragedy 
A play which 
usually ends with 
the downfall of 
the main 
character/s

Elizabeth I
▪ She was Queen of England from 

1558 until her death in 1603.
▪ The years of her 

reign are known 
as the 
Elizabethan era. 

▪ She was a royal 
patron to 
Shakespeare.

▪ This means she 
supported him 
financially and 
helped to further English drama.  

▪ She saw Shakespeare perform many 
times. 

How to succeed in a Literature Marked PIece
• Each Literature assessment will provide you with an extract from 

the text.
• You will be given a question which will ask you to explore a 

theme or character.
• You will be expected to write about quotations from 

both the extract and the text as a whole
• You will need to be able to comment on aspects such 

as language and purpose. 
• You should demonstrate your knowledge of the 

social and historical context of the play. 

James I
▪ He was King of Scotland from 1567 and 

was known as James IV of Scotland. 
▪ He became James 

I, King of England 
in 1603, taking 
over from the 
reign of Elizabeth I.

▪ The years of his 
reign are known as 
the Jacobean era.

▪ He became the 
new royal patron for 
Shakespeare and his acting company.

▪ Most of Shakespeare’s play were 
written in this era. 

William Shakespeare
▪ He was a playwright, poet and an 

actor.
▪ He was born in Stratford-

Upon-Avon in 
1564.

▪ He was 
involved in the
building of the
Globe Theatre
in London.

▪ Many of his 
plays were 
performed at the Globe Theatre. 

▪ He wrote tragedies, comedies, 
romances and histories. 


