
Year 7 Autumn Term : Self Portrait

The Formal Elements of Art are the building blocks used by 
artists to create a work of art. 

• Line- a mark with greater length than width, the distance between two 
points.  Lines can be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal; straight or curved; 
thick or thin. 

• Shape- a closed line. Shapes can be geometric, like squares and circles; or 
organic, like free form or natural shapes. Shapes are flat and can express 
length and width. 

• Form- a three-dimensional shapes expressing length, width, and depth. 
Spheres, cylinders, cubes, and pyramids are forms. 

• Pattern- the repetition of a motif or symbol.
• Texture- the surface quality that can be seen and felt. Texture can be 

rough or smooth, soft or hard. 
• Tone- the degree of lightness or darkness of an area. Tone varies from the 

bright white of a light source through shades of grey to the deepest black 
shadows.

Proportion is the feeling of 
unity created when all parts 
(sizes, amounts, or number) 
relate well with each other. 
When drawing the human 
figure, proportion can refer 
to the size of the head 
compared to the rest of the 
body.

Proportions of the face

Leonardo Da Vinci- The Vitruvian 
Man, a study of the proportions 
of the human body.

Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci (14/15 April 1452 – 2nd May 1519),

Italian polymath Leonardo 
da Vinci is widely 
considered one of the 
greatest painters of all time. 
The Mona Lisa is the most 
famous of his works and the 
most popular portrait ever 
made. While Leonardo da 
Vinci is best known as an 
artist, his work as a scientist 
and an inventor make him a 
true Renaissance man.

Mona Lisa (1503–1505/07), 

Louvre, Paris Anatomical drawings showing proportion



Year 7 Spring Term : Expressive Portrait

The Formal Elements of Art are the building blocks used 
by artists to create a work of art. 

Edvard Munch (1863-1944)
Edvard Munch was a Norwegian 
painter and printmaker. Edvard
Munch used symbolism in his 
work to show feelings. His work 
was a great influence on the 
development of the German 
Expressionist  movement in the 
early  20t Century. 

Edvard Munch-
The Scream (1893)

Pablo Picasso (1881-
1973)
Pablo Picasso was a Spanish 
painter, sculptor and 
printmaker. Regarded as one of 
the most influential artists of 
the 20th century, he is known 
for co-founding the Cubist 
movement.
The Blue Period is a term used 
to define the works produced 
by Picasso between 1901 and 
1904 when he painted 
monochromatic paintings in 
shades of blue and blue-green.

1. Primary colours- red, yellow, blue.
2. Secondary colours-
• orange (yellow + red),
• green (yellow + blue),
• purple (red + blue)
3. Tertiary Colours-
• brown (yellow + red + + blue)

Pablo Picasso
Self-Portrait in Blue Period (1901)

Colour is the element in art of reflected light that is interpreted by the eye.
Colour in art is based on colour theory, which is composed of three basic parts: 
the colour wheel hue, colour value and colour schemes.
The colour wheel provides a diagram of hues as perceived by the eye;
• Primary Colours- yellow, red and blue. These are pure colours because they 

cannot be made by mixing other colours. 
• Secondary colours- orange, green and purple made by mixing two primary 

colours.
• Tertiary colours- brown made by mixing three primary colours.
Colour value refers to darkness or lightness of a colour and is affected by 
adding black or white. Adding black produces shades. Adding white produces 
tints.
Colour schemes are combinations of colours;
• monochromatic schemes of one colour and its shades and tints. 
• complementary colours  are colours which are opposite each other on the 

colour wheel.
Colour symbolism- what colours represent- positive and negative association 
eg; red symbolises love (positive) and anger (negative).
Warm colours (yellow, orange, red and brown).
Cold colours (green, blue, purple)



Perspective gives a three-dimensional 
feeling to a picture. In art, it is the way 
that objects appear smaller when they 
are further away and the way parallel 
lines appear to meet each other at a 
point in the distance (vanishing point).

Composition means ‘putting together’ or ‘the act of 
combining parts or elements to form a whole’. In art a 
painting is often composed of three parts;
Foreground- the part of a view that is nearest to the 
observer, especially in a picture or photograph.
Mid-ground- the part of a view that is in the middle of a 
picture or photograph.
Background- the part of a view that is furthest from the 
viewer.

Year 7 Summer Term : Expressive Composition


