
Horizontal line of symmetry

Year 10 Component 1: 2D Design Development- Symmetry

Reflection Symmetry (sometimes called Line Symmetry or Mirror Symmetry) is where one half of 
a shape is the reflection of the other half and if there is a line going through it which divides it into 
two pieces (line of symmetry) they are mirror images of each other.

Many artists, designers and crafts people have been inspired by 
Tribal African Art, artefacts and cultural traditions. From your studies 
of tribal African Art produce a piece of Art work showing a personal 
and meaningful response and cultural understanding.

Symmetrical designs created using shapes from research studies of 
tribal African masks. Vertical line of symmetry

Symmetrical African masks, shields and symbols.
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Rotational symmetry (or radial symmetry) is when an object is rotated in a certain 
direction around a centre point and the object appears the same. The order 
of symmetry is the number of positions the object looks the same in a 360-
degree rotation.

Year 10 Component 1: 2D Design Development- Symmetry

Rotational symmetry- symmetrical designs created using shapes from research studies 
of tribal African masks.

African symbols- Examples of  
rotational symmetry



Scale is a design element which relates to 
size. Scale is the size of one object in relation 
to the other objects in a design or art work. 
A scale model of a building or object is a 
model of it which is smaller than the real 
thing but has all the same parts and features.

Year 10 Component 1: Design Development- 3D Model making

3D card construction

Final design with 
measurements and 
scaled calculations.

Development process from 2D design to 3D construction

3D model- paper 



African Colour Symbolism
RED: Nigeria - Death, wealth and aggression.  Some Areas: Good luck

WHITE:  Ethiopia – Illness and purity. Nigeria: Good luck and peace. South Africa (Zulu): Goodness.  

Zambia: Goodness, cleanliness and good luck.
BLACK: Ethiopia - Impure, unpleasant and death.
YELLOW: Preciousness, royalty, wealth, spirituality, fertility and the sun.

BLUE: Spiritual, good fortune, peacefulness, harmony and love.

GREEN: Growth, fertility, prosperity, fruitfulness, abundant health and spiritual rejuvenation.
PURPLE: Symbolises healing. It is also associated with women. Purple cloths are mostly worn by 
females.

SILVER: Associated with the moon which represents the female essence of life. Often used in 
marriage ceremonies. 

GOLD: Royalty, wealth, elegance, high status, supreme quality, glory and spiritual purity.

Year 10: African Art- Colour symbolism- colour studies

Colour symbolism is the use of colour as a representation or meaning of something that is usually specific 
to a particular culture or society. There is great diversity in the use of colours and their associations 
between cultures and even within the same culture in different time periods.



Painted African inspired pieces.

Colour is the element in art of reflected light that 
is interpreted by the eye. Colour in art is based on 
colour theory, which is composed of three basic 
parts: the colour wheel hue, colour value and 
colour schemes.

Harmonious colour schemes use colours which are 
next to or near to one another on the colour wheel, eg; 
red, purple, blue. This creates a balanced, unified 
colour scheme.

Complementary or contrasting colour 
schemes use colours which are 
opposite each other on the colour 
wheel. The high contrast of 
complementary colours creates a 
vibrant look especially at full saturation. 
This colour scheme must be managed 
well so it is not garish. 

Analogous colour schemes use groups of three colours 
that are next to each other on the colour wheel eg; 
red, red-orange, and orange. An analogous colour 
scheme creates a rich, monochromatic look

Year 10: African Art- Colour symbolism- Painted 3D piece

Monochromatic colour schemes are 
derived from a single hue or colour 
and extended using its shades, tones 
and tints. Tints are achieved by adding 
white and shades and tones are 
achieved by adding a darker colour, 
grey or black. 

Aesthetics, is a branch of philosophy that 
deals with questions of beauty and 
artistic taste. It is concerned with the 
nature and appreciation of beauty, what 
is considered aesthetically pleasing.

Monochromatic Complementary/Contrasting Harmonious/Analogous


