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Faculty of Arts
The Arts Faculty is a vibrant faculty. It is made up of three distinct and highly successful 
subject areas: Art and Design, Drama and Music. The aim of the Arts faculty is to develop 
skills, knowledge and understanding of the Arts and to encourage creativity through 
the exploration of the various art forms. As a faculty we endeavour to stimulate a lasting 
enjoyment and interest in the Arts. We offer extensive extra-curricular activities which give 
students the opportunity to further their artistic skills and talents and to develop their self-
confidence. 

Art & Design

Key Stage 3 
In Year 7 and Year 8 students follow an exciting programme of study focusing on the development of skills 
in drawing and painting. Art and Design projects of work are theme based and include: 
Year 7 
• The Formal Elements of Art 
• Self Portrait- Leonardo Da Vinci 
• Expressionist Portrait- Edvard Munch 

Year 8 
• Pop Art- Andy Warhol 
• Pop Art- Roy Lichtenstein 

Key Stage 4 
At Key Stage 4 students have the opportunity to further develop their skills by choosing one of the 
following GCSE Art and Design courses; 
• Art, Craft and Design which is a general course which includes work in two and three dimensions.
• GCSE Graphic Communication which is more focused on two dimensional design work. 
On each course students follow theme based projects and develop a portfolio of work which accounts 
for 60% of the marks, the remaining 40% is the Externally Set Assignment. For each component students 
show their practical skills in using a range of media and techniques and their understanding of the work of 
artists, designers and crafts people from different times and cultures. 

Assessment 
KS3- Students are assessed on entry to Year 7 (baseline assessment) and every half term to monitor their 
progress.  KS4- Students are assessed every half term to monitor the progress of their portfolio of work. In 
Year 11 students have the Externally Set Assignment.  

Homework 
Homework is set weekly/fortnightly to support and enhance projects. 

Extra-curricular
Art club is weekly at lunchtime and after school.

Drama 
Key Stage 3 
In Year 7 and Year 8 students follow an exciting programme of study focusing on the development of skills 
in Devising, Performing and Evaluating. Drama projects of work are theme based and include:
Year 7  -Drama Elements, Evacuees of WW2 and Various Script work in the style of Pantomime and Physical 
Theatre. 
Year 8  - Soap Operas, devising from stimulus and ‘Let Him Have It’,  the story of Christopher Craig and 
Derek Bentley. 

Key Stage 4 
At Key Stage 4 students have the opportunity to further develop their skills by choosing Eduqas GCSE 
Drama .

Extra Curriculum 
Key Stage 3 - Tuesday Lunch, Key Stage 4 - Wednesday Lunch. Theatre Visits, MANCEP Shakespeare Festival 

Assessment 
Key Stage 3 - Students are assessed on entry to Year 7 (baseline assessment) and every half term to 
monitor their progress.                                                           
Key Stage 4 - Students are assessed every half term to monitor the progress of their practical and theory 
work. In Year 11 students have the Externally Moderated performance.  

Music
Key Stage 3 
In years 7 and 8 a different topic is delivered every half term, enabling students to develop their skills
across the entire music curriculum, through listening, composing and performing, whilst introducing
specialist musical software using music technology. These units include: Rhythm, The Keyboard, The Blues, 
Beyond the Blues, Musical Ensembles, Samba, Music and the Media, Music for Film, Hip Hop and Reggae.

Key Stage 4
GCSE Music (AQA)
BTEC First Award in Music

Extra-Curricular
Peripatetic instrumental tuition is available for the following: Brass, Woodwind, Strings, Drum Kit, Guitar 
(acoustic, electric and bass), Music Technology, Piano and Vocals.
Students who attend peripatetic lessons are required to attend at least one extra-curricular enrichment 
ensemble offered by the department. 

 “I like going to art 
because the teacher 
pushes us to do our 

very best.” 
Student comment 

 “There are many musical 
opportunities for all 

students.” 
Student comment 

 “Drama is fun because we 
are always learning 

new acting techniques” 
Student comment 
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Faculty of Computing
The Computing department has a strong, enthusiastic, innovative team of teachers 
who aim to engage all students in learning the importance of  Business, Computing and 
Information Technology today and for their future . With a substantial investment in the 
IT infrastructure students are provided with current technologies for learning. This will 
provide opportunities for all students to learn the importance of the subjects in their future 
lives. We cover digital literacy, IT and computer science at KS3 so students can experience 
the breadth of Computing. We believe all students should be challenged to reach at least 
their potential.

Key Stage 3
We aim to develop the skills that students have learnt in their primary education  engaging students and 
providing a rounded and exciting education. Students cover the following topics:

Introduction  - Computer system driving license, how the school network works and using IT systems
How can I keep safe? – Learning about the technology behind the internet and how to keep safe.
How does a computer work?– Learning about  what is inside a computer. How do computers represent 
text, image and sound.
Problem Solving – computorial thinking, abstraction and decomposition from the basis of pupils learning 
to solve problems. 
Business - analysing data to meet user needs.

Key Stage 4
We have 3 pathways for students. These courses can be demanding but are very successful. They provide 
an ideal platform for further study in higher education and many students have gone on to study these 
subjects at college.

GCSE Business Studies
For students wishing to understand how a small and large business works.

GCSE Computer Science 
For students who enjoy analytical, mathematical  or logical challenges learn how a computer works and 
how to code.

IMedia
For students who enjoy learning about media production, students learn how to create solutions using a 
computer.  

Student Outcomes 
We have high expectations of all of our students in the Computing faculty and as a result all courses reach 
the national average or above.

 “Computing is great because we get to make games and learn new things at the same time. It is 
interesting because you get to understand the computers that we have at home and makes you 

Faculty of Design & Technology 
As a Design and Technology team, we endeavour to prepare students to participate in 
tomorrow’s rapidly changing society. In our subject, students learn to think creatively and 
solve problems. They learn to work independently and as part of a team and students enjoy 
their Design and Technology experiences. 

Key Stage 3 
During KS3 students study Food Technology, Textiles Technology, Resistant Materials, Electronics and CAD/
CAM.

Students are assessed in each area of the Design and Technology carousel throughout the year. They will 
receive tracking levels and an end of year level based on their progress in all areas of the subject. 

Key Stage 4 
During KS4, students can opt to take Engineering, 3D Design, Textiles, Photography, and Food and 
Catering. 
Design and Technology courses are extremely popular at The Barlow, and students are able to see success 
in all areas of the subject. 

‘Design and Technology is about making things that people want and work well.  Creating these 
things is hugely exciting.  It is an inventive and fun activity’ 

James Dyson – British Industrial Designer. Inventor of the bagless vacuum cleaner. 

 “Design & Technology is fun because we learn how to make lots of different things and it’s great 
because we get to take them home.” 

Student comment 
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Faculty of English
Our aim is to ensure that all students are engaged, enjoy and are successful in English.
The English Faculty at The Barlow work hard to ensure that all students can access the 
curriculum and achieve success.  We teach and assess students reading, writing, speaking 
and listening skills throughout both key stages. Students are encouraged to learn 
independently, in pairs and in groups within English lessons.  Our highly skilled teachers 
use drama, film, visual aids, various interesting and engaging texts and lots of discussion 
to ensure that all students can achieve. Furthermore, we believe that reading is central to 
English achievement and therefore Years 7 and 8 are timetabled to use the Library weekly.  

Key Stage 3
During Key Stage 3 students are exposed to an abundance of literature, both fiction and non-fiction, to 
enhance their understanding of the English language in different contexts. In addition to this, they are 
expected to write for numerous audiences and purposes to showcase their growing skills. Throughout 
the two-year course students are carefully monitored and a variety of intervention put into place. These 
interventions include; reading mentors and tutors, various enrichment activities or becoming a short-
term member of the English family to receive intensive support. Key Stage 3 is used as a stepping stone to 
enable students to achieve their full potential at GCSE and therefore it is vital that all students are able to 
progress fully.

Key Stage 4
At the start of year 9 the curriculum for GCSE is tailored and personalised to suit students’ varied abilities 
and interests. We offer courses in English Language and English Literature. By the end of Year 11 we expect 
all students to have achieved personal success in the GCSE. To
ensure this happens, all students are offered support with their studies. There are after school sessions, 
residential trips and a range of enrichment activities to ensure students maximise their potential. Again, 
during this key stage, students are monitored closely to enable sharp and effective interventions.

Faculty of Mathematics
Mathmatics is fun!  
Our aim is for every student to achieve their full potential in Mathematics through the use 
of a variety of learning techniques, interactive learning, group work and ICT. Mathematics 
classes are set by ability throughout the school and students are provided with progression 
routes to provide clear pathways through to their GCSE examinations at the end of Year 11.

Key Stage 3 
Students are taught at the most appropriate level for their ability, with a focus on mastery in Mathematics. 
The scheme of work is designed to allow students to develop their skills in a variety of mathematical topics 
to provide a solid foundation for their Key Stage 4 programme of study. There is a large emphasis placed 
on problem solving and ensuring students have the correct skills to tackle these problems with fluency 
and reasoning.

Key Stage 4 
At the beginning of Year 9 students begin a 3 year scheme of work which culminates in their GCSE exami-
nation at the end of Year 11. The scheme of work builds on the learning done at Key Stage 3 and focuses 
on the following 5 areas:

1) Number.
2) Algebra.
3) Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change.
4) Geometry and Measures.
5) Probability and Statistics.
 
As at Key Stage 3 there is a large emphasis placed on problem solving and ensuring students can justify 
their solutions. 

“I love coming to my Maths lessons as I know my teacher will find a way to make the topics as 
interesting as possible!”  

Student comment

“I like Maths because the staff in the department are very friendly and supportive.”  
Student comment

 “English is great because you can extend your vocabulary and learn new words. 
You can also read a text and understand the deeper meanings behind it.” 

Student comment 
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Faculty of Languages
We are delighted to offer our students at The Barlow the opportunity to study a language – 
either French or Spanish on a rotation basis. Students joining Year 7 in September 2018 will 
study Spanish. At the end of the first half term in October 2018, students will be placed into 
ability sets based upon an end of unit assessment and this will continue for the remainder 
of the year. Spanish will then continue to be offered until the end of Year 8 and the options 
process.

Our aim is to give all students the skills to communicate with confidence in another 
language, and to foster an appreciation of different cultures and customs of people outside 
of their own communities.
 
Did you know that only 8% of the world’s population speak English as their first language? 
In fact, 74% of the world’s population do not speak English at all. Those people who take 
advantage of learning a second language have a distinct edge over those who do not.

Key Stage 3
At KS3 the MFL Faculty work hard with the students to develop their language skills, knowledge and 
understanding of French and Spanish and their cultural awareness. All students are given on going 
opportunities to enhance their personal, learning and thinking skills throughout the range of topics, 
activities and learning styles catered for in the MFL classroom. MFL homework is set once per week and 
the MFL faculty offers students support with all homework at its weekly Homework Club on Monday 
lunchtimes.

Key Stage 4
At KS4 students have the option to study a language at GCSE level.
Students follow the AQA New Specification GCSE course. This course is linear and all examinations are 
taken at the end of Year 11. There are 4 papers to complete and each paper is worth 25%.

“French and Spanish are my favourite subjects.  The lessons are never dull or boring and the 
teachers always find a way to make the lessons fun.” 

Student comment
 

 “The teachers are really supportive and are willing to give up any of their time to help.  They 
strive to make sure you get the highest grade possible for you in your exams.” 

Student comment

Faculty of PE
We offer a wide range of sports through the curriculum and through extra-curricular clubs. 

We encourage all students to take part in extra-curricular activities regardless of ability.

Students get rewarded for attending extra-curricular activities-those who attend regularly 
are eligible to purchase a sports team jumper and also get to go on a reward trip at the end 
of term. We are very proud that so many of our students have been selected to represent 
Manchester, Greater Manchester, the North West and England in a number of sports.

Key Stage 3
At Key Stage 3 students experience football, rugby, cricket, netball, rounder’s, badminton, basketball, 
athletics, gymnastics and dance in the core lessons. We concentrate on skill acquisition as well as the 
development of analysing and evaluating performance. All students are taught to understand the benefits 
of exercise and a healthy lifestyle.
 
Key Stage 4
At Key Stage 4 students experience new activities such as aerobics, fitness and trampolining as well as 
those covered at Key Stage 3. In core PE lessons, students are encouraged to take on different roles such as 
leader, coach or official.

Many students opt to take PE at examination level at Key Stage 4. We currently offer GCSE PE and Child 
Development Cambridge National. Our examination success is something our faculty are very proud of. 
Many of our students achieve top grades in PE and go on to study it further at college. Most pleasingly, 
in 2020 we had 44% of our students receive grade 7 or above, 79% received a 5 or above in Physical 
Education qualifications. Child Development is a newly offered subject and has had a fabulous uptake.

“There are so many sports to choose from after school, I love it.’”
Year 7 student

“Lessons are lots of fun and we do lots of different sports, I like rugby best.”
Year 8 student

“I went into my exam so well prepared, my teacher could not have done more to prepare me. I
achieved a grade A in Year 11.”

Year 11 student
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Faculty of Religion 
Key Stage 3 
All students follow a curriculum supported by the Diocese of Salford. It is divided into five groups that 
develop understanding and knowledge of the key areas of our faith. The topics concerning World Religion 
address the positive aspects of faith and diversity by highlighting our responsibility as citizens and 
believers in God. All students are encouraged to challenge stereotypes and appreciate the attributes of 
all. The Five areas of study are: The Nature of God, The Church, Worship and Celebration, Living a Christian 
Life and World Religions. Lessons are delivered through literature, art, reflection, meditation, drama and 
creativity. We encourage all students to develop their own personal skills as well as working as part of a 
team.

Key Stage 4 
All students in years 9, 10 and 11 are completing the Edexcel GCSE course, this covers the following topics:
•  Catholic beliefs and practices
•  Jewish beliefs and practices
•  Philosophy & Ethics
•  Relationships in the 21st Century 

Year 9 students will begin the Edexcel GCSE course which covers the following topics:
Judaism - Philosophy and Ethics

Year 10 students will continue with the Edexcel GCSE course which covers the following topics:
R eligious teachings on relationships and Families in the 21st century - Catholic Christianity Beliefs and 
Teachings - Catholic Christianity Practices

Year 11 students will complete the GCSE course covering the following topics:
Catholic Christianity Beliefs and Teachings - Catholic Christianity Practices
The course is 100% exam and will be assessed at the end of year 11.

In all year groups we follow the liturgical year, completing work on Advent & Christmas and Easter. 
The course develops student’s understanding of topics covered at Key Stage 3. It enables them to 
develop many cross curricular skills such as debate, research, analysis of the media, objectivity and time 
management. The GCSE is excellent preparation for further studies as the exam focus is on forming an 
opinion and being able to justify it.

What do we offer?
• After school revision classes. Students are also provided with a revision guide.
•  Voluntary Mass
•  Youth SVP, ‘Working Together to Help our Community’
•  Retreats
•  Chaplaincy Group

Useful websites 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/re.shtml 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/secondary/Religious%20Education 

Faculty of Science
The study of science fires students’ curiosity about phenomena in the world around them 
and offers opportunities to find explanations. It engages learners at many levels, linking 
direct practical experience with scientific ideas. Experimentation and modelling are used 
to develop and evaluate explanations, encouraging critical and creative thought. Students 
learn how knowledge and understanding in science are rooted in evidence. They discover 
how scientific ideas contribute to technological change – affecting industry, business and
medicine and improving quality of life. They trace the development of science worldwide 
and recognise its cultural significance. They learn to question and discuss issues that may 
affect their own lives, the directions of societies and the future of the world.
 
Key Stage 3
All students are assessed at the beginning of Year 7, and are grouped on ability. 
The students are assessed using formative and summative tests to monitor progress. These tests provide 
opportunities for students to be re-grouped 3 times per year.

Topics taught in Year 7:
Cell Biology - Matter - Separation - Energy Transfers - Botany - Force and Motion - The Periodic Table - 
Space - Ecosystems - Earth - Light
Topics taught in Year 8:
Organisation - Acids and Alkalis - Effects of Forces  - Inheritance - Electricity - Evolution - Ecosystems - Earth 
- Light

Key Stage 4
The academic diet for students in Science at KS4 is varied, with different pathways offering students 
with the best possible avenues for success. For students wishing to push themselves to the limit of their 
scientific knowledge we have the ‘Triple’ Science pathway, in which students’ study each of the 3 sciences 
as separate GCSE’s. This would see the students secure 3 GCSE’s from the Science faculty. 
We then have the Combined Science pathway, in which students’ study each of the 3 sciences, however 
they cover slightly less content, and sit smaller exam papers. In doing so the students leave school with 2 
GCSE’s in Science. This pathway is the most commonly used one with our students. Students taking this 
pathway will be entered for the Higher Tier, or foundation Tier subject to their performance in lessons. 
Finally, we offer the Entry Level Certificate. This is a level 1 qualification, and is a pathway offered to our 
students who may struggle with the rigour of the full GCSE qualifications.   

Courses available
•• AQA Combined Science Trilogy (2 GCSE’s) (9-1 – Subject to tier of entry)
•• AQA GCSE Biology (9-1)
•• AQA GCSE Chemistry (9-1)
•• AQA GCSE Physics (9-1)
•• AQA Entry Level Certificate (Level 1)

 “RE is very good because we learn 
about lots of different 
cultures and religions.” 

Student comment 
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Faculty of Humanities
The Faculty comprises two subjects – Geography and History.
(GCSE Level only)
 
Through studying Geography and History we aim to equip our students with the skills to 
become global citizens who are aware of local, national and international issues, both in 
the present and past.
 
Key stage 3
Students will learn through a variety of creative and innovative teaching and learning methods.  These 
include group and pair work, student-led and teacher-led activities, creative thinking activities, skills devel-
opment and peer and self-assessment opportunities.

There are a variety of opportunities for enhanced learning offered within the Faculty. These include study 
support which runs at lunchtime, Revision and Booster sessions in advance of exams and Educational Visits 
in each year.

Key stage 4
Students can opt for each of the subjects. History follows the Edexcel syllabus and Geography follows the 
WJEC syllabus. 

“Teaching is especially strong in Geography and  History. Teachers use their good subject knowl-
edge to consistently engage pupils in challenging and interesting activities. As a result, these 
pupils are confident to think creatively and equipped to grapple with and grasp complex ideas.”
Ofsted, 2019

“In History, I often achieve acceptable grades, but I know that this isn’t enough for Mr Hardy 
as he wants me to achieve the best that I can, where every detail counts. It’s just like when Pep 
Guardiola shouts at his players for making mistakes in the last minute of a game that City are 
winning 5-0.”
Nicholas Wynne, Year 11 student 2020.

“Mr Hardy has been able to facilitate such meticulous exam preparation that his students must 
go into the exams knowing exactly what is expected. He seems to create an environment where 
there is mutual respect and banter too – that’s quite a talent.”
Elizabeth Carroll, Parent

Faculty of Inclusion
Head of faculty/SENDCo: Rebecca Seddon
Deputy Head of Faculty/Assistant SENDCo: Luke Davies

The Faculty of Inclusion comprises a team of 15: There is the Head and Deputy Faculty Leaders, 12 Teach-
ing Assistants, providing both in class and out of class interventions, and an Administration Assistant, all of 
whom, work together to support pupils with a range of additional needs within the school. We work with 
a range of external agencies to ensure pupils get the right support to thrive in our mainstream environ-
ment. Together with school staff, we work to identify pupils’ barriers to learning and support both staff and 
pupils in overcoming these barriers through a range of strategies.

Each of our Hive areas provide the following interventions:

Hive 1: 
 • English as an Additional Language intervention (20% of our pupils are EAL)
 • Small group numeracy intervention
 • Bespoke literacy programmes for a range of different ability pupils
 • Lexia Reading Programme intervention
 • For a very small number of low ability learners, who struggle to access the Key Stage 4 curriculum, we 

offer a series of entry level qualifications: Asdan, English, Maths, RE and Science
 • Lunchtime provision – homework club

Hive 2:
 • Independent living activities such as functional numeracy
 • Fine motor skills programmes
 • Social stories and comic strip interventions
 • Lego Therapy, developing communication skills
 • Speech and Language Therapy support 
 • Access to our sensory room where pupils who feel overwhelmed can go to find peace and calm
 • Social groups to promote effective communication
 • Lunchtime provision – games and activities

Hive 3: 
 • Breakfast Club, where pupils make their own breakfast and sit together to eat
 • A bespoke curriculum with nurture-based principles at its heart
 • A range of Social, Emotional and Mental Health activities that focus on pupils learning to manage their 

own wellbeing and emotional state
 • Gardening in our Rainbow Garden 
 • Boxall profiling of referred pupils to identify areas of strength and development

 “I love Hive as the staff are really supportive and they always 
help me to understand my work better” 

Student comment 



Subject Information 2020

LEARN - ACHIEVE - SUCCEEDLEARN - ACHIEVE - SUCCEED

Subject Information 2020

Extra-Curricular Activities
There are many  extra-curricular clubs open to students in Year 7 through to Year 11. PE run teams in many 
team games and have lots of matches against other schools at home or away.  Matches are played during 
the week and occasionally on Saturday mornings. 

Homework clubs run regularly and revision sessions take place during the holidays for students in Years 10 
and 11 to help with study towards their examinations.

Below is a list of extra-curricular activities that have run this year, clubs change each according the staffing, 
numbers in attendance and curriculums trends. Extra-curricular activities for 2019-20 will be updated on 
the school website over the summer holidays and you can find the information in the parents and student 
designated areas.

Extra-Curricular Activities 
Art Club
Choir
School Band
Music Technology
Drama
English Homework Club
GIFT Team
Library 
MFL Drop In
MFL Catch Up
GCSE IT
Maths catch up / Booster sessions
Maths – Sudoku Club

PE Extra-Curricular
Cricket
Basketball
5 Aside
Rounders
Rugby
Athletics
Trampolining
Netball

Homework & Revision Sessions
Homework Club - LRC
English Homework Club
Languages Drop In
Languages Catch Up 
Maths Revision
RE Homework

Some of our Educational Visit:
Marian Procession
Manchester Art Gallery
Macbeth English Trip
GCSE Fieldwork
Jodrell Bank
Xaverian Maths Trip
Loreto Shakespeare Festival
Emmeline Pankhurst – Statue Unveiling
Savio House Retreat
Ghyll Head - Residential
Spanish Student Conference
Football Beyond Borders
Cinema Reward Trip
Polestar Planetarium
English Transition Trip
Royal Exchange Visit - Drama
SETA Engineering 
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