
 

The Barlow RC High School – SEND Information Report 
 

Definition of Special Educational Needs: 

‘The Special Educational Needs (SEND) Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years’ (2014) states that: ‘a child or 

young person has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls 

for special educational provision to be made for them. Where a child or young person has a disability 

or health condition which requires special educational provision to be made, they will be covered by 

the SEND definition: 

‘A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they: 

(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; or (b) 

have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind generally 

provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.’ 

1. The kinds of special educational needs or disability (SEND) for which provision is made at the 

school 

The Barlow RC High School caters for the special educational needs of pupils with: 

• Speech, Language and Communication needs 

• Learning and Cognition needs 

• Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs 

• Sensory and/or physical needs 

 

2. The name and contact details of the SEND Co-ordinator 

The SEND Co-ordinator at The Barlow RC High School is Mrs Seddon, who can be contacted via 

telephone on: 0161 445 8053 or by email at: r.seddon@thebarlowrchigh.co.uk  

3. Information about the school’s policies for the identification and assessment of pupils with 

special educational needs or disabilities 

Assessment is a continuing process that can identify pupils who may have special educational needs 

or disabilities. The school will identify if a pupil has SEND using a set of SEND Protocols to ensure that 

the identification and assessment of pupils with possible SEND is a robust and accurate one. A referral 

will be made to the SENDCo, via teaching staff or parents and the following elements will be 

considered:  

• Evidence from teacher observation and assessment 

• Their performance against the grade descriptors within the Mastery Learning Curriculum 

• Standardised screening or assessment tools such CTOPP or DASH 

• Programmes designed to analyse pupils’ memory, literacy and reasoning skills 

• Relevant diagnostic tools or specialist assessment, for example, via the Educational Psychology 

Service 

• Communication with parents, gathering their views and the views of the child 

• Literacy testing, for example, NGRT and Accelerated Reader 
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• SEND Processes using the Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycles and ensuring pupil-centred approaches. 

 

 

4. How the school evaluates the effectiveness of its provision for such pupils 

The monitoring of the effectiveness of our SEND provision and the progress of SEND pupils is 

undertaken using the following strategies:  

• Learning walks 

• Lesson observations 

• Pupil data (internal and external) 

• Pupil voice 

• Parent voice 

• Staff voice 

• Tracking data analysis 

• Attendance and punctuality data analysis 

• Behaviour and SPAR point analysis 

• Team Meetings (faculty leaders, Pupil Premium Assistant Lead, Head of Year, Senior Leadership 

Team) 

• SEND Link Governor meetings 

• Multi-agency meetings 

 

5. The school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of pupils with special 

educational needs or disabilities 

The school adopts a wide range of arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of SEND 

pupils. This can include: 

• Pupil outcomes analysis (internal and external) 

• Discussion at Faculty Meetings 

• Communication between teachers and pastoral staff 

• Communication with parents and pupils 

• Consultation with specialist services 

• Parents’ Evenings 

• PEPs and LAC reviews as applicable 

• Adopting a pupil-centred approach 

• EHCP reviews as applicable 

 

6. The school’s approach to teaching pupils with special educational needs or disabilities 

As a Catholic school, inclusion is at the heart of all we do at The Barlow RC High School. Therefore, 

staff are committed to ensuring that we provide the following for our SEND pupils and part of our 

duties as Catholic educators: 

• Quality First teaching and learning, with high quality feedback, aimed at ensuring excellent pupil 

progress 

• A safe, warm and welcoming classroom and school environment, that nurtures the gifts and 

talents of all our pupils 

• Ensuring staff are trained and adept at ensuring high-quality provision for SEND pupils 

• Differentiated teaching and learning strategies to ensure pupil progress 

• The use of technologies and activities designed to engage and enthuse pupils 



• High expectations and aspirational targets designed to ensure outstanding pupil progress 

• Literacy and numeracy development across all curriculum areas 

 

7. How the school adapts the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with special 

educational needs or disabilities 

Pupils with additional physical needs have the physical environment of the school altered in whichever 

way is required in order to allow them to fully access all areas of the curriculum, including: 

• An identified area of school for pupils to receive personal care as required 

• Practical Assistance as appropriate 

• Lift access 

• Disabled parking 

• Disabled toilet facilities 

• Different pathways at KS4 as appropriate 

 

8. How the curriculum is differentiated for pupils with special educational needs or disabilities 

The curriculum is, as required, altered for pupils with SEND. This can include: 

• A differentiated curriculum at KS4 

• The option of a possible vocational course for a minority of SEND pupils with more complex needs, 

if applicable 

• Differentiation of stimulus material and curriculum topics in subject areas 

• Additional literacy/numeracy at KS4 as required 

 

9. Additional support for learning that is available to pupils with special educational needs or 

disabilities 

Our key intervention strategies at The Barlow RC High School include: 

• In class shared TA support for pupils with EHCPs in some lessons 

• Toe-by-Toe Reading Programme 

• Lexia Learning Programme 

• Literacy Intervention (including The Ambrose Programme) 

• Numeracy Intervention (including The Ambrose Programme) 

• Homework club (lunchtime) 

• ELKLAN speech and language input 

 

10. How the school enables pupils with special educational needs to engage in activities (including 

physical activities) with children who do not have special educational needs or disabilities 

The Barlow RC High School is a Catholic school and therefore, all activities, physical or otherwise are 

made available to all pupils with SEND as part of our Catholic duty and the inclusive nature of our 

school community. Risk assessments are undertaken for educational visits, including additional risk 

assessments for pupils with more complex needs, as required. 

11. Support that is available for improving the wellbeing of pupils with Social, Emotional and 

Mental Health needs and Speech, Language and Communication needs 

A wide range of support and intervention is available for pupils with SEND, in order to support their 

wellbeing and help them to access a mainstream setting successfully. This can include: 



• Access to the blue room (sensory room) 

• Pastoral Support intervention 

• Social and communication groups 

• Lego Therapy 

• Comic strips/social stories 

• Keyworker mentoring support 

• SEMH interventions (including a nurture-based curriculum) 

• Exit card intervention 

• Referrals to external agencies such as CAMHS and 42nd Street 

• School nurse intervention 

• Young Carers intervention 

• Access to our PE VIP Club 

• Access to Boxall Profiling 

 

12. Information about the expertise and training of staff in relation to children and young people 

with special educational needs or disabilities and about how specialist expertise is secured 

Staff regularly receive training and opportunities to develop their practice when teaching pupils with 

SEND, including: 

• Departmental and Peer Learning walks 

• Video coaching 

• Lesson observations 

• INSET and twilight training 

• Staff SEND briefings 

• Specialisms developed within the SEND team such as autism spectrum condition and specific 

learning difficulties 

• CPD of SEND team through external providers  

• Level 7 NASENCO qualification held by SENDCo 

• Specialist Assessor qualification held by a member of the teaching staff, overseen by the SENDCo 

• Service Level Agreement with Educational Psychology provider 

• Communication with LA SEND Caseworkers 

• Communication with external agencies  

 

13. Information about how equipment and facilities to support children and young people with 

special educational needs or disabilities is secured 

Equipment and resources for pupils with special educational needs are reviewed and updated 

regularly in response to the changing needs of the pupil population. The Barlow RC High School seeks 

to be a barrier free school. These resources and equipment include: 

• Disabled toilet and changing areas 

• Lift accessibility 

• Specialist cutlery 

• Specialist desks 

• Access to our disabled person suite for personal care 

• Liaison with external agencies 

• Adapted printed resources 

 

14. Arrangements for consulting parents/carers of children with special educational needs about 

the education of their child 



• The SENDCo or Deputy SENDCo attend Parents’ Evenings for all year groups 

• Annual reviews for pupils with EHCPs are pupil-centred and allow for parents/carers and 

• pupils to express what is effective in moving forward 

• All professionals working with the child will be invited to the annual review. If they cannot attend, 

it is anticipated that they will forward a report that can be shared at the meeting. Each child is 

invited to join the review and share their pupil voice overview  

• Parents and carers are invited to contact school at any time, if they need advice or support in 

regard to their child’ education. 

• Through PEPs and LAC reviews as applicable 

 

15. Arrangements for consulting with young people with special educational needs about, and 

involving them in, their education 

• Each child with an EHCP is invited to join their annual reviews or share their thoughts via a 

questionnaire. Pupils are offered support to complete these at school by a member of staff with 

whom they work closely 

• Pupils are encouraged to attend Parents’ Evening with their parents 

• Pupil voice is carried out twice with all SEND pupils each academic year and the findings shared 

with staff 

• A small cohort of SEND pupils, identified from the pupil voice, are given the opportunity to further 

express their views via one-to-one meetings 

• SEND pupils with complex needs have regular meetings with their keyworkers and talk through 

any difficulties they might have and what they think might help them 

• Pupils who are having particular difficulties are invited to ‘RAG’ their timetables with staff and 

explain their thoughts 

• A small number of pupils with complex needs have access to Talking Mats intervention via the 

Educational Psychology Service 

 

16. Arrangements made by the governing body relating to the treatment of complaints from 

parents of pupils with special educational needs or disabilities concerning the provision made 

at the school 

Any concerns or questions about the progress or provision made for SEND pupils should firstly be 

raised with the SENDCo, Mrs Seddon on 0161 445 8053 or via Mrs Seddon’s email at: 

r.seddon@thebarlowrchigh.co.uk  

Should a parent/carer feel a concern not be rectified satisfactorily by Mrs Seddon, they should contact 

Mrs Staniforth (Assistant Headteacher) on 0161 445 8053 or through the school email address: 

n.staniforth@thebarlowrchigh.co.uk  

Should a parent/carer still feel concerned that their complaint has not been responded to 

appropriately, they should follow the school’s complaints procedure, which is available on the school 

website. 

17. How the governing body involves other bodies, including health and social services bodies, 

local authority support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of pupils 

with special educational needs and in supporting the families of such pupils 

The school acknowledges and respects the effectiveness of working collaboratively with other 

professionals who are already working with pupils. When they contact the school, meetings are 

arranged and held regularly.  
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• The school may commission further assessments from other external agencies such as The 

Educational Psychology Service or Speech and Language Therapy, if a child presents with 

significant difficulties 

• If there is a safeguarding concern, the safeguarding officer will refer to child and family services. 

The school may begin an EHA (Early Help Assessment) and request involvement using that 

process if required 

• As required other external agencies will be approached to support the pupils with their special 

educational needs, working together with parents/carers and school staff 

 

18. Contact details of support services for the parents of pupils with special educational needs 

The support service for parents/carers with children with special educational needs is: 

• Parent Confidential Helpline: 0161 209 8356 (Monday to Friday 10am-3pm) 

• Email: parents@manchester.gov.uk 

• Address: Information, Advice and Support (IAS) Manchester, Hulme District Office, 323 Stretford 

Road, Hulme. M15 4UW 

 

19. School’s arrangements for supporting pupils with special educational needs in a transfer 

between phases of education or in preparation for adulthood and independent living. 

The SENDCo is heavily involved in the transition process for SEND pupils joining The Barlow RC High 

School. This can involve: 

• Taster visits and tours 

• Extra transition days 

• Mentors 

• SENDCo attendance at transition reviews 

• Visual timetables as required 

Preparing for post-16 education, SEND pupils are supported by: 

• The opportunity to attend college taster days 

• Support completing application forms 

• Speaking to parents/carers and colleges on behalf of the pupil 

• Early careers appointments 

• Attendance of the school Careers Advisor at Year 11 annual reviews 

• The school arranges transition annual reviews for pupils with EHCPs and invites post-16 

providers to attend. 

• Access to the ASDAN Preparation for Living Course for identified pupils 

 

20. Information on where the local authority’s local offer is published 

Manchester’s Local Offer can be found at:  

https://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/500132/special_educational_needs/6181/manchesters_local_

%20offer_for_children_and_young_people_with_SEND_and_disabilities 
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Covid-19 Appendix 

From September, the government announced plans for all children to return to school on a full-time 
basis. 

Following the guidelines provided by the government, which can be found below 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 

 The Barlow RC High School will be providing the following: 

• Pupils will be taught in year group bubbles and based in ‘zones’ around the school 

• Class teachers will move between bubbles in order to teach their subject specialism 

• Pupils will have access to all provisions as listed in the main body of the SEND Information Report 
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• Hive 1 and 2 intervention will continue to take place, with a 2-metre distance maintained as much 

as is possible. Hive 3 intervention will take place in year group bubbles 

• Pupils will have access to time out, as required, but they will be escorted to Hive 2 by either a TA 

or the member of staff on call. Pupils cannot make their own way to any part of the Hive area 

• EHCP annual reviews will be held virtually or by telephone as far as is possible, as will the vast 

majority of meetings with parents, unless special permission is granted by the Headteacher 

• Essential intervention with external agencies will take place and remain in line with the school’s 

risk assessment 

The offer shown below applies to any children that may need to be taught remotely.  

As stated in the government guidance: 

‘Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown 

requiring pupils to remain at home, we expect schools to have the capacity to offer immediate remote 

education’. 

• Should an EHCP pupil need to work from home, The Barlow RC High School will ensure weekly 

contact by telephone or email 

• School will also ensure that work is set by individual class teachers for all SEND pupils. So that 

work is set by someone who knows the needs of the pupil in their care 

• We will provide printed resources, such as workbooks and worksheets for pupils who do not 

have suitable online access 

 

 

 

 


