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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support in our efforts to ensure that your child 
has been able to return to face to face education at The Barlow this week.  It has been an absolute joy to see our 
students returning to school, happy and smiling, and able to walk through the gates of our fantastic community once 
again.  All staff in school have been working incredibly hard to put into place the necessary plans to ensure that our 
school environment is as safe as possible.  I would like to publicly thank all staff for their dedication over the last few 
weeks, including over the holiday period, that has allowed the school to fully re-open successfully this week. 
 
Many of the comments that I have heard from the staff this week have been centred around how pleasing it is to 
have the students back in our school, where they belong.  It is my sincere wish that we will be able to now move 
through the rest of this academic year without any further full or partial school closures.  We understand the huge 
importance of high-quality face to face teaching. 
 
Attendance 
 

Attendance at the start of this academic year has been excellent.  However, please ensure that your child does not 
attend school if they, or any member of the household, are displaying the following symptoms of Coronavirus. 
 

• a high temperature  

• a new, continuous cough  

• a loss of, or change to, their sense of smell or taste 
 
Please can I also take this opportunity to remind you of the following guidance:  
 

• If your child or anybody in your household is displaying any symptoms of Coronavirus, all members of the 
household should self-isolate until a Coronavirus test has been taken. 

• If someone in the household, or your child tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms 
similar to Coronavirus, they can stop self-isolating and other members of the household can stop self-
isolating. 

• If somebody in the household tests positive, the person with Coronavirus must self-isolate for at least 10 
days from the onset of their symptoms and all other family members of the household should self-isolate for 
14 days. 

 
 
Please also remind your child of the importance of good hand hygiene and regularly washing their hands or using 
sanitiser and good respiratory hygiene through utilising the “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it” approach when they are coughing 
and sneezing. 
 
 
 
 



 

Behaviour 
 

Pupils have made an excellent start in terms of their behaviour and conduct.  All pupils have participated in their 
COVID-19 assembly and therefore understand our high expectations of them.  They have adapted remarkably well to 
their new daily routines and we are very proud of the way they have risen to the challenge. This positive start needs 
to continue as we move into the half-term. 
 
Uniform 
 

Thank you for your support in ensuring that the vast majority of students have arrived at school in full uniform, 
looking extremely smart. Where there have been a small number of issues with regards to uniform, I would like to 
thank parents for your support in resolving matters quickly. We obviously want to have the focus on teaching and 
learning and this is so much easier when students are ready to learn with the correct uniform and equipment for the 
school day.  Just a reminder that school policy states that hair must be one colour, of a ‘natural’ colour - brightly 
coloured hair is not permitted.  Additionally, the correct style of skirts are outlined on our school website 
https://thebarlowrchigh.co.uk/?page_id=243.  This outlines for parents what skirts are and are not allowed.  Finally, 
in terms of footwear, a very small minority of students have returned in trainers which are not permitted.  Again, 
please refer to our school website that outlines which shoes students can and cannot wear.  If you have any 
concerns, then please contact your child’s Head of Year in the first instance. 
 
Parent Pay 
 

A number of students are bringing in cash for school lunches.  Due to the current restrictions we are operating 
under, we would prefer all parents to use Parent Pay wherever possible.  If any parent requires their login details, 
please contact the Finance Team. 
 
 
The start of this term has been an excellent one and I would like to thank all members of our community who have 
contributed to this; staff, governors, parents/carers and, of course, all our students.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you to follow us on social media to enable you to see the wonderful things that happen in our 
school every day.   
 
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Ms CM Wallace 
Headteacher 
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