
The Barlow RC High School
FEATURE Newsletter

IN THIS Feature...
Page 1 & 2
The Barlow achieves the Gold SMSC Award   
Silver Healthy Schools Award
Educate Awards Finalists 2019

Page 3 & 4
Manchester Youth Council Award
Grand opening of the Blue Room

It’s all about AWARDS!
Award Winners! Award Finalists!

Gold Award for Careers Provision
Careers Marketplace
The Geography Water Cycle Challenge

Page 5 & 6
Show Racism the Red Card!
World Mental Health Day
Anti-Bullying Week
Macmillian Coffee Morning
Shakespeare Festival

thebarlowrchigh TheBarlowRCFollow Like Share



GOLD SMSC AWARD
Spiritual - Moral - Social - Cultural

 We are delighted that we have achieved the 
GOLD SMSC award, for the spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development of students at 
The Barlow.

Our verifier commented that ....
“SMSC is completely embedded in the life, 
culture and learning of the school. It features 
strongly in all aspects of the pupils’ personal 
and academic development.”

“The deeply ingrained 
aims of service, prayer, 
achieve and respect and 
of the offering a huge range 
of opportunities and a sense of agency to the 
students.”

Students can be seen receiving the SMSC Gold 
Award Certificate with the Headteacher and SMSC 
leaders Mrs Wilcox and Mrs Lutman on page 
one.  Congratulations to you all on this fantastic 
achievement.

Educate Award 2019 Finalists!
The Barlow entered the Educate Awards for the first time 
this year and were short listed as North West finalists in two 
categories,  ‘SEND Provision’ and ‘Teacher of the Year’ . This was is 
huge achievement given it was our very first time entering these 
prestigious awards.  

Mr Sirett was up for ‘Teacher of the Year’  finalist for the second 
time this year. Mr Sirett was also short listed as finalist in the MEN 
School Awards 2019 earlier this year. Well done Mr Sirett!

The SEND team and Mr Sirett attended the ceremony and 
gala dinner which took place on the evening of Friday 15th 
November at the magnificent Liverpool Cathedral. Well done to 
all our staff, we will hopefully back at the awards next year.

The Barlow have been awarded Silver Healthy School status for the work 
we do to help students grow healthily, safely and responsibly. Being a 
healthy school is very important to us all at The Barlow, and we will be 
aiming for Gold status this year!

SILVER HEALTHY SCHOOL 
AWARD 



Grand opening 
of the 
Blue Room
At The Barlow we have 
excellent provision for our 
SEND students. This was 
recognised by the school 
being short listed at the 
Educate awards for our 
SEND provision. Over in the 
Hive classes, students have 
been carrying out a variety 
of activities including mood 
expression activities. Mood 
expression activities help 
students make sense of 
their emotions and moods 
for clarity, confidence and 
wellbeing. This activity also 
forms part of our SMSC 
provision which we have 
received a Gold Award for.

Youth Council AWARD
Spiritual - Moral - Social - Cultural

Students took part in a  Manchester Youth 
Council workshop looking at what ideas make 
a difference to society. Students needed to 
think about how young people could use their 
voice and work with the council to make a 
better society. 

Many schools looked at the environment 
and knife crime but our students looked at 
the idea of young people and how we can 
encourage them to manage their mental 
health. Our students were brilliant and 
came up with a presentation, some artwork 
and some poetry in just 30 minutes. They 
were extremely proud of. There was tough 
competition between the schools that took 
part but two councillors decided The Barlow 
had the best idea which was innovative and 
really tapped into getting young people the 
help they need. 

Students won some T-shirts and a trophy. They 
are now really keen to use their voice to make 
a difference to others. 



Careers Marketplace
Our exciting annual careers marketplace 
took place with over 30 representatives  this 
year from colleges, local businesses and 
organisations that attended to provide careers 
information and guidance to Year 8-11. 

A Year 11 student can be seen with one of the 
local businesses in attendance, Planit-IE.  Planit 
IE is an architectural design and landscaping 
company based in Altrincham. They use VR 
equipment to share their design visions with 
clients.

Amelia Tollitt, who is featured in the 
photograph representing Planit-IE was a 
former student and Head Girl at The Barlow. 
We were thrilled to welcome her back as a 
guest and see her sharing her career journey 
with our students. Amelia studied Art at The 
Barlow, went on to Loreto College to study Art, 
French, History and English, finally completing 
a degree in Landscape Architecture at 
Sheffield University. 

FULL IAG Award
Careers Education - Gold Provision

Congratulations to all at The Barlow 
after we were awarded a FULL Award 
for careers provision for the second 
time. This is awarded by Inspiring IAG, 
which is a licensed awarding body 
for the national quality in careers 
standard, for careers education, 
information, advice and guidance 
provision. Well done to all the staff, a 
well-deserved achievement.

Geography Water Cycle 
Challenge
Mr Wall challenged his Year 7 Geography class, to 
come up with creative ways to learn about their 
current topic of water cycles, by making his own rap.
As a challenge he made an inspiring water cycle rap, which can be seen above going viral on Facebook! 
Student responses to his challenge are also posted online, to view them follow us:

thebarlowrchigh/ TheBarlowRC



Street Doctors
We have been 
extremely fortunate 
to have Street 
Doctors attending 
school to deliver 
a workshop to 
some of Year 8 
and 10 students, 
contributing to 
our Gold Award 
SMSC provision. Street 
Doctors is a youth social 
movement, whose aim is to 
empower young people to keep themselves 
and others safe in the community.

Macmillian Coffee 
Morning
The Gift Team held a Macmillian 
coffee morning and bake sale 
with a fantastic selection of cakes 
and treats for sale. Thank you to 
all the staff and students for cake 
donations for the sale, and to 
Mrs Lutman and the Gift team for 
organising the bake sale. A total of £255 was 
raised, well done to you all!

SHOW RACISM
The Red Card!

Friday 18th October was ‘Show Racism the 
Red Card Day’ non-uniform day, where staff 
and students were asked to wear a red item 
of clothing to show our solidarity to this Zero 
Tolerance to Racism campaign.

The fundraising was led by our Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors. All students donated £1 to raise 
money for this leading anti-racism educational 
charity and there were planned activities 
throughout the day. At break time students 
were offering red glitter face paints and red 
hair sprays along with a red treats shop and 
more!

The Football Beyond Borders team were showing their 
support to the cause, attending school as part the 
Football Beyond Borders programme. A total of £949.22 
was raised. Congratulations to all our students and staff 
for their fundraising efforts.

Total 
Raised 
£255

Total 
Raised 

£949.22



ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
#ChangeStartsWithUs

The Barlow is supported National 
AntiBullyingWeek and the theme for 2019 was 
Change Starts With Us.  

Along with our social media anti-bullying  
campaign, we had a number of anti-bullying 
activities taking place including assemblies 
and an anti-bullying lesson. The lesson 
focused on the harmful effects of cyber 
bullying and provided students with an 
opportunity to reflect on their use of social 
media as well as explore how we can all help 
to reduce incidents of bullying in school and 
online.

World Mental Health Day
During World Mental Health Day, important 
information was shared during Family Time to 
reinforce the importance of raising awareness 
of mental health and self-care. Students have 
also been taking part in yoga lessons and all our 
students have been completing a Young Carer’s 
questionnaire in order for us to identify Young 
Carers in school and offer support to them.

This will also support our launch of a ‘Mindfulness 
Monday’ initiative, which is an important part of our 
whole-school positive mental health strategy for 
2019-20. Practising mindfulness involves breathing 
methods, the use of imagery and other practises 
to relax the body and mind to help to reduce any 
stress or anxiety.

Shakespeare Festival 
Students successfully took part in the 8th Annual MANCEP Shakespeare 
Festival held in the Ellis and Kennedy Theatre at Loreto College. They 
spent the whole day rehearsing, had a tech run, a dress rehearsal and 
then the final performance in the evening for their friends and family. 
The students were extremely professional throughout the day and we 
are so unbelievably proud of what they achieved in their performance of 
The Comedy of Errors.

Well done to the Year 8, 9 and 10 who took part, they were absolutely fantastic. Extracts from the performance 
can be seen on our Facebook page. “Hannah and Olivia could have been mistaken for A-Level students” D Price – 
Loreto Assistant Headteacher.


