
 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

As the season of Advent and Christmas approaches, as always at The Barlow, we are preparing to engage in our 

Christmas Mission. This is part of our tradition and we are proud of our community for embracing this with such 

commitment and enthusiasm. This year we made the decision to ask our students to vote for the charities they 

would like to fund raise for and following on from this, our award winning GIFT Team counted over 650 votes. 

We are supporting the following charities 

The most amount of votes by far was for The Little Princess Trust (https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk/). This charity 

was established in 2006 by two parents when their daughter Hannah passed away from cancer and losing her hair 

was very traumatic for her. The second most voted charity is Guide Dogs for the Blind 

(https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/). This charity provides dogs to people of all ages who are visually impaired. These 

dogs are specially trained to be able to support their owners and give them independence and a life they might 

otherwise not have. Our third most voted for charity is Centrepoint (https://centrepoint.org.uk/). Centrepoint’s is 

the UK’s leading youth homelessness charity and they provide young people with accommodation, health support 

and life skills to get them back on their feet. 

Traditionally at The Barlow the fourth charity is chosen by the Head boy and Head girl. This year Noah and Ellie have 

asked that their money is shared between Didsbury Good Neighbours, a local charity whose aim is to support senior 

members of the community through a volunteer befriending service and a programme of weekly activities, and The 

Peter Quinn Friendship Dementia Support Group are a local charity that provides a safe and happy environment for 

Dementia sufferers and their carers.  
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We are also collecting food parcels 

As always, we are also collecting food items for our local community and each family group has a ‘Bingo’ Food 

Hamper to complete – your child will be able to tell you what item they have been asked to provide; this is so we 

don’t end up with lots of tins of baked beans and little else! Each hamper we create will have a range of different 

goods. Please could we ask that you check dates carefully on all items before sending them into school. 

Non-Uniform Day for the Orphanage in Bolivia 

As always at this time of year we will support the orphanage in Bolivia and to raise the money for this charity we 

would like pupils to come to school on Friday 13th December 2019 wearing their own clothes. The minimum 

donation is £1 - if all pupils and staff brought in £1, we would be able to give them £800. 

We would really appreciate your help and support at this special time in our community. Last year we raised just 

over £6500 in all over charity work and this was with your generosity and the hard work of the students and staff. 

Please support us in trying to help these important charities; as a Catholic Community it is our duty to help those 

who are in need of support. 

Christmas Carol Concert – Thursday 12th December 6.00pm – 7.00pm  

Finally, we are also preparing for our Christmas Carol Service on the 12th December 2019 at 6pm in the Lecture 

Theatre. We have actors practising and our choir rehearsing, not to mention our GIFT Team who are taking a lead in 

all of this.  It really is the most amazing way of getting into the Christmas spirit. Please come along and join for this 

very special occasion – we would love to have you there. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs C Lutman 

Chaplaincy Coordinator 

 
 


