
Year 7 Unit 1: The Stone Age
The intended purpose of this 12 lesson unit of study is to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Stone Age civilisations and
their way of life. Furthermore, pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following historical skills in order to ensure that they are
GCSE-ready; describing key features, analysing interpretations and making inferences.

Opportunities for deeper learning can be accessed by
scanning or clicking the following QR codes for topic-specific
websites or YouTube clips:

Glossary

 Settlement – A place where a group of people decide to
live.

 Tribe – A close community who lived and work together.
 Agriculture – Farming crops and animals.
 Flint – An important material used in Stone Age tools.

Pupils should know:

• The key features of life in the later Stone Age. For
example, the features of a hunter/gather society; the
types of tools and weapons developed by later Stone Age
people; the diet of later Stone Age people..

• The changes during the Neolithic Revolution. For
example, the transition from a hunter/gather existence to
an agricultural society; the changing roles of Stone Age
people in an agricultural society. For further information,
including a child-friendly story of a Stone Age family,
scan or click QR codes 1 and 2.

• About the prehistoric village of Skara Brae. For example,
the different features of the Skara Brae settlement; an
understanding of why the site was chosen by Stone Age
settlers. For further information, scan or click QR code 3.

• Stonehenge, its purpose, and significance in Stone Age
society. For example, theories on why Stonehenge was
built; how Stonehenge was built; why Stonehenge was an
important site for Stone Age People. For further
information, scan or click QR code 4.
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Historical Skills
• Describing key features of the past involves identifying

relevant features of that aspect of the past and developing
a description of them with precise factual information.

• Analysing interpretations involves studying historians’
contrasting views of the past and identifying the main
difference between them. Details from the interpretations
can be used to clearly show the contrasting views.

• Making inferences involves studying historical sources in
order to consider what they suggest about an aspect of
the past. Details from the sources can be used to support
the inferences that are made.



Year 7 Unit 2: The Norman Conquest
The intended purpose of this 5 lesson unit of study is to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the Norman conquest of
England in the 11th century. Furthermore, pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following historical skills in order to ensure
that they are GCSE-ready; describing key features, analysing interpretations and making inferences.

Opportunities for deeper learning can be accessed by
scanning or clicking the following QR codes for topic-specific
websites or YouTube clips:

Glossary

 Witan – A council comprising of advisers that gave advice to
the king.

 Claimant – One who claims something.
 Huscarls – Highly skilled and well-trained soldiers.
 Fyrd – An untrained army of local labourers.

Pupils should know:

 The key features of England, c.1066. For example, it had
a growing population; its communities were becoming
increasingly self-sufficient; the government of the
country was supported by the Witan and was linked to
France as English nobles would often attend court
there.

 That the claimants to the English throne after the death
of Edward the Confessor were Harold Godwinson,
Harald Hardrada and Duke William of Normandy. For
further information, including a biography of each
claimant, scan or click QR codes 1 and 2.

 That the Battle of Stamford Bridge was fought between
the armies of Harald Hardrada and Harold Godwinson.
For further information about the battle, including its
location and outcome, scan or click QR codes 1 and 3.

 That Duke William of Normandy’s victory in the Battle
of Hastings was due to the strengths of his armed
forces and the quality of his leadership in relation to
those of his opponent, Harold Godwinson. For further
information about the battle, including its location
and significance, scan or click QR codes 1 and 4.

1 2 3 4

Historical Skills
• Describing key features of the past involves identifying

relevant features of that aspect of the past and developing
a description of them with precise factual information.

• Analysing interpretations involves studying historians’
contrasting views of the past and identifying the main
difference between them. Details from the interpretations
can be used to clearly show the contrasting views.

• Making inferences involves studying historical sources in
order to consider what they suggest about an aspect of
the past. Details from the sources can be used to support
the inferences that are made.

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zsjnb9q/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sK4JX0co8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtW7H7yPZLg&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK2bOCseaghBIucwf9pcsFX&index=4&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zigjVCFzZ38&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK2bOCseaghBIucwf9pcsFX&index=5&t=0s


Year 7 Unit 3: The Tudors and Stuarts
The intended purpose of this unit of study is for pupils’ develop knowledge and understanding of the reigns of the Tudor and Stuart
Kings and Queens of England in the 16th century. Furthermore, pupils’ will have the opportunity to develop the following historical skills
in order to ensure that they are GCSE-ready; describing key features, analysing interpretations and making inferences.

Opportunities for deeper learning can be accessed
by scanning or clicking the following QR codes for
topic-specific websites or YouTube clips:

England 1485 and the Tudors

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQAwvBHhSX0

Mary I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LS-27NuxqU8

The Spanish Armada

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z4s9q6f/revision/1

The Gunpowder Plot

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9fk7ty/revision/5

The Civil War

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zky82hv/revision/7

Glossary
 Armada – A group of ships
 Claimant – One who claims something.
 Parliamentarian – Supporter of Parliament.
 Royalist– Supporters of the KIng

Pupils should know:

•The key features of England, c.1485. For example, the King of England was
called Richard III. However, Henry Tudor wanted to overthrow the King. Their
armies fought against one another at the Battle of Bosworth and Henry Tudor
won, resulting in the beginning of the Tudor reign. For more details click link.
•Differing evidence about Mary I. Some believed she deserved to be called
'Bloody Mary' due to all of the people she burned as Protestants but other
evidence suggests she was not as 'bloody' as her relatives.
• The key features of the attack of the Spanish Armada in 1588. Such as, the
reasons for the attack (see link for causes) and the reasons why it failed,
including that the English fleet had more effective leaders, the English ships
were more manoeuvrable with better cannons and that bad weather blew
Spanish ships onto the rocks on the coast of Ireland.
•The differing evidence about the Gunpowder Plot 1605 and arguments that
the plotters could have been framed, for example, Guy Fawkes signed
confession after being tortured. For more evidence click the link
• The key events of The English Civil War 1642-1649. Such as the English Civil
War began between supporters of King Charles I and supporters of Parliament
because King Charles closed down Parliament between 1629 and 1640, he
made unpopular Catholic changes to the Church and he introduced an unfair
Ship Tax. For more details click the link.

Historical Skills
• Describing key features of the past involves

identifying relevant features of that aspect of
the past and developing a description of them
with precise factual information.

• Analysing interpretations involves studying
historians’ contrasting views of the past and
identifying the main difference between
them. Details from the interpretations can be
used to clearly show the contrasting views.

• Making inferences involves studying historical
sources in order to consider what they
suggest about an aspect of the past. Details
from the sources can be used to support the
inferences that are made.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQAwvBHhSX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LS-27NuxqU8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z4s9q6f/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9fk7ty/revision/5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zky82hv/revision/7


Year 7 Unit 4: Black Peoples’ Fight for Freedom
The intended purpose of this unit of study is to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the experiences of black people in America from the Sixteenth century to the twentieth

century. They will explore the period of the transatlantic slave trade, abolition and the civil rights movement. Furthermore, pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following

historical skills in order to ensure that they are GCSE-ready; explaining and analysing reasons, making inferences and evaluating the utility of sources.

Opportunities for deeper learning can be accessed by exploring the following topic-

specific websites or YouTube clips:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2qj6sg

https://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/campaignforabolition/abolitionbackground/aboliti

onintro.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnV_MTFEGIY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URxwe6LPvkM

Glossary

 Colonisation -the process of settling among and establishing control over the native people of an area.

 Middle Passage –the part of the slave trade where Africans, densely packed onto ships, were transported

across the Atlantic to the West Indies.

 Plantation – an estate on which crops such as coffee, sugar, and tobacco are grown.

 Abolition – the action of ending something.

 Civil Rights Movement - a struggle by African Americans in the mid-1950s to late 1960s to achieve Civil

Rights equal to those of white Americans.

Pupils should know:

• The reasons for the transatlantic slave trade. For example, the discovery and
colonisation of the New World by European nations; the requirement of labour by
the Europeans for the mass production of crops in their colonies; The attitude of
Europeans towards African nations and their culture/lifestyle.

• The key features of the Middle Passage Journey. For example, the transportation
of enslaved Africans by ship across the Atlantic ocean, the conditions of this
journey in terms of overcrowding, poor sanitation and disease, poor food and
water provision and the harsh treatment/punishments.

• The experiences of enslaved Africans working on plantations in the ‘New World’.
For example, the types of work slaves were forced to carry out, the conditions of
such work, punishments faced and slave escape attempts.

• The extent of freedom for Black people in America following the abolition of
slavery. For example, the Jim Crow Laws and their consequences, the introduction
of the Sharecropping system and its impact, the introduction of voting rights for
Black people and Free Schools.

• The key features of the Civil Rights Movement. For example, the actions of Rosa
Parks, the Montgomery Bus Boycott, Martin Luther King and the march on
Washington, the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

Historical Skills

• Analysing reasons involved explaining a range of causes
of a historical event in order to consider how they link
together and which is the most important.

• Making inferences involves studying historical sources
in order to consider what they suggest about an aspect
of the past. Details from the sources can be used to
support the inferences that are made.

• Evaluating the utility of sources involves studying
historical sources in order to consider what is useful
about them and what is limited. The nature, origin and
purpose of the source can be considered to support this
analysis.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2qj6sg
https://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/campaignforabolition/abolitionbackground/abolitionintro.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnV_MTFEGIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URxwe6LPvkM

