
Year 7 Half Term 1: Rivers 

Glossary:
Bank
The ground at the side of a river 
Bed (riverbed)
The riverbed is the ground at the 
bottom of the river - often made 
up of sand and stones.
Channel
A groove in the land that a river 
flows along.
Current
The flow of the river. 
Confluence
Where two rivers or streams 
meet.
Deposition
A river lays down or drops the 
sediment or material that it is 
carrying.
Drainage Basin
The area of land that is drained 
by a river and its tributaries.
Erosion
The wearing away, in this case by 
water and rocks constantly 
rubbing
Meander
A bend in a river - usually in the 
middle or lower course. Mouth
The end of the river. The mouth 
may be where the river meets 
the sea, a lake or a larger 
waterway.

Oxbow lake 
A small arc-shaped lake formed 
when a meander is sealed off by 
deposition.
Precipitation
A general term for all forms of 
water particles ¬ rain, snow, 
sleet, dew, hail etc.
Source
where the stream begins: usually 
where there is a spring, and quite 
high up
Transportation
A process where the river moves, 
or transports materials (it's load) 
from one place to another.
Valley
A valley is a long trough in the 
landscape that has been eroded 
by a river or a combination of 
river and glacier action.
Waterfall
A place where the river course is 
interrupted by a tall step.



Year 7 Half Term 2: Migration 

Glossary:
• Migration
the movement of people 
from one area to another to 
live either temporary or 
permanent 
• Push factor 
a reason for people to leave 
an area (negative) 
• Pull Factor
a reason people are attracted 
to an area (positive) 
• Rural 
open space/countryside 
• Urban
a large built up area
• Immigration 
the international movement 
of people to a country they 
are native to .

• Illegal immigration
movement of people into a 
new country without 
permission (breaking the law) 
• Visa
A document which provides  
permission for a person to  
work in a new country

• Drought 
a natural disaster involving a 
long period of time without 
rain
• Internal migration 
movement of people within a 
country 

Rural to urban migration 
People decide to leave the countryside areas and to move to live and 
work in the city.  This is very common in LIC’s (Low income countries)  

• Push and Pull Factors. 

Mexico
Location of Mexico and the proximity of the USA 
Why do people and move to USA
(pull factors) 



Year 7 Half Term 3: Map Skills 

A map is a two-

dimensional drawing 

of an area. Maps help 

us to understand what 

places are like and 

how to plot routes.

Maps should have a:

• Title

• Scale

• North arrow

• Key

Grid References:

A grid of squares helps the map-reader to locate a place. The vertical 

lines are called eastings. They are numbered - the numbers increase 

to the east. The horizontal lines are called northings as the numbers 

increase in an northerly direction.

Things to remember:

When you give a grid 

reference, always give the 

easting first: "Along the 

corridor and up the stairs".

Four-figure grid references 

can be used to pinpoint a 

location to within a square. 

To find the number of the 

square:



Year 7 Half Term 4: Flooding 

Physical causes of flooding:
• Heavy rainfall
• Long periods of rain
• snowmelt
• Steep slopes
• Impermeable rock (doesn't allow water 

through)
• Very wet, saturated soils
• Compacted or dry soil

Human factors increasing flood risk:
• Urbanisation, because towns and cities have 

more impermeable surfaces
• Deforestation, because removing trees 

reduces the amount of water intercepted and 
increases run-off

How could the strategies in these images 
protect people from flood risk?

Every year, many more people in LICs (Low Income 

Countries) suffer the impacts of flooding compared to 

people in HICs. Consider how variation in the quality of 

the following factors could lead to more suffering in poor 

countries during times of flood;

Healtcare? Emergency services/rescue?

Building quality? Early warning? Clean up/repair?



Glossary:
• Weather
The condition of the air around us 
over a short period of time 
• Climate
The average weather conditions 
expected for a certain place 
• Precipitation
Water that falls from the sky.  Rain, 
snow, hail, sleet
• Temperature  
A measure of how hot or cold it is 
• Thermometer 
An instrument used to measure 
temperature 
• Meteorology
The study of the weather
• Weather forecast 
A prediction based on data 
collected, telling us what the 
weather is likely to be like.

• Latitude 
A measure of how far you are 
located from the equator
• Altitude 
A measure of how high above sea 
level you are 
• Prevailing wind 
The direction from which the wind 
normally blows 
• Hurricane
A massive storm system that forms 
over warm ocean water 
• Tornado
A rapidly rotating column of air that 
is in contact with the surface of the 
air and a cloud 
• Seasons 
Periods of the year marked by 
specific weather conditions 
• Microclimate 
The climate of a very small or 
restricted area. 

Different types of rain 

• All rain is caused by warm moist air 
rising and then cooling and condensing 
and forming clouds there has to be a 
reason for the air to rise. 

• Relief rain (high land causes the air to 
rise) 

• Frontal rain (warm air rises above cold) 

• Convectional rain (warm ground)  

Climate Graphs Why does it rain

Air rises and then
it will cool 
condense and 
cause clouds 
which then
lead to rain.

Year 7 Half Term 5 and 6: Weather and Climate 

Graphs that 
show the 
annual 
rainfall and 
temperature 
patterns for 
a particular 
place 

• Weather and people

How does the weather 
impact on peoples lives?  
Activities that depend on 
the weather and 
businesses that depend 
on the weather and the 
consequences of the 
wrong weather.  
Think farming tourism etc

Extreme Weather

What causes the 
different forms of 
extreme weather and 
what are the impacts 
on people 


