
Year 7 Half Term 1: Drama

Glossary:
 Character

Any person, animal 
or figure created in a 
literary work. 

 Comedy 
A play with 
humorous characters 
or events in which 
the characters 
triumph over 
adversity. 

 Description
A written account of 
a person, place, 
object or event. 

 Dialogue
Speech in a 
play 
between 
two or more 
characters.

 Drama
A play intended to 
be acted on stage, 
radio or television. 

 Evaluate
Respond to the text 
with your opinion,

giving evidence and   
identifying methods. 

 Genre  
A style or category of 
literature. 

 Inference
Coming to a 
conclusion based on 
evidence and 
reasoning.

 Monologue
A speech given by 
one character. In a 
play or film. 

 Mood
The atmosphere 
created in a scene or 
play. 

 Methods 
Techniques

used by 
writers such as 
metaphors, similes 
and pathetic fallacy.

 Playwright
The author of a play. 

 Prop 
An object used by 
actors performing in 
a play. 

Activities 
• How did the play develop in terms of characters and plot? What changed and 

why? 
• Can you complete character profiles for three main characters of your choice. 

Consider appearance, personality and , as a challenge, their importance 
within the play. 

• How did the playwright introduce elements of comedy into
the play and why do you think he chose to do so? 

• Can you write an alternative ending to the play? How would 
you change it and why? How would this change the mood
created at the end? 

The main assessed piece in this half term is creative writing. 
Varying sentences for effect is an important writing skill. Try 
starting your sentences with ISPACE. You should learn this 
acronym.
 I – ing words = Staring upwards, my eyes filled with wonder at the celestial 

night sky. 
 S – similes = Like a million softly glowing candles, the stars flickered gently.  
 P – prepositions (‘where words’) = Above me, an eternity of empty space 

stretched out.
 A – adverbs = Lazily, immense clouds drift in the 

azure blue sky. 
 C – connectives = Although the stars shone brightly, 

I felt a shiver run through my bones. 
 E – ed words  = Elated, I wanted this moment to 

last forever. 



This half term focuses on non-fiction writing. There are a 
number of methods we often use when writing non-fiction 
persuasive texts. Try using RAPTORS in your persuasive 
writing. You should learn this acronym.
 R- Rhetorical Question= Must these animals be left to suffer 

indefinitely?
 A- Alliteration=  Callous cases of cruelty are a disgrace to our society. 
 P- Personal Pronouns= It is up to you to help those in need.
 T- Triplets= We must give animals a brighter, happier and kinder future. 
 O- Over exaggeration= Animal cruelty is the most heinous crime 

imaginable. 
 R- Repetition= These animals should be helped. These animals must be 

helped. 
 S- Statistics and Facts= Data from the RSPCA indicates over 3000 

reports of animal cruelty every single day in the UK. 

Glossary:
• Alliteration two or more words which start with the 

same sound.
• Autobiography an account of a person’s life written 

by that person.
• Chronological order events which take place in the 

order of which they occurred.
• Compare identify similarities and differences 

between texts.
• First person a text written from a person or 

character’s perspective.
• Headline a heading at the top of an article or page in 

a newspaper or magazine.
• Leaflet a printed piece of paper containing 

information.
• Logo a symbol or image used by companies to 

promote a public image.
• Metaphor a comparison where a person, place, thing 

or action is portrayed as being something else.
• Method techniques used by writers such as 

metaphors, similes and pathetic fallacy.
• Quotation a phrase or short piece of writing taken 

from a longer speech or text.
• Personification giving human characteristics to 

something non-human.
• Subheading a heading given to a subsection of a 

piece of writing.
• Synonyms words which have a similar meaning. 
• Viewpoint a way of looking at something.

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 
You should be confident when using a thesaurus or dictionary. Test yourself!
 What is the definition of the word ‘curator’?
 Find a verb beginning of ‘q’.
 What is the last word beginning with ‘k’?
 Find three words which begin with ‘dr’?
 How many definitions are there for the word ‘movement’?
 What type of word is ‘ooze’?
 Find three synonyms for the word ‘malicious’.
 What is the next word after ‘burly’?
 Find three nouns that begin with ‘I’.

Year 7 Half Term 2: Non-Fiction Unit  



Year 7 Half Terms 3 and 4: Novel 

Social Context 
• This is a term used to describe the world around us.
• Writers react to events occurring in society and often aim to 

reflect what matters to them and the people around them. 
• Consider the life of the author you are studying.
• What was happening at the time the text was

written? War? Conflict? Political changes? 
• Ensure you research the intentions behind

the text- why it was really written. 
• The two main issues to explore are HISTORY and SOCIETY.

Accurate and varied punctuation is essential. Do you know 
how to use them all?
 Full Stops

~ Shows the end of a sentence that is not a question or statement.
 Question Mark

~ Indicates a question/express disbelief.
 Exclamation Mark

~ Indicates interjection/surprise/strong emotion.
 Comma

~ Separates lists/phrases/words.
~ Separates adverbs (‘however’, ‘moreover’ etc.) from the rest of the 
sentence.

 Semi-Colon
~ Shows thoughts on either side of it are balanced and connected.
~ Separates words or items within the list.

 Colon
~ Introduces a list/dialogue/definition.

 The Dash
~ Separates elements within a sentence – long, dramatic pause.
~ Gives an abrupt break in sentence, or a change in thought.
~ Acts as brackets.
~ Shows an interruption or hesitancy in speech.

 Ellipsis
~ Indicates that a word/words have been left out.

 The Apostrophe
~ Shows that letters have been left out.
~ Shows possession.

 Speech Marks
~ Indicate quotes (evidence) or direct speech. 

Glossary:
• Author 

The person who writes a book, story, poem or any 
written work.

• Connotations
Emotions and ideas that surround a word. 

• Characters  
Any person, animal or figure created in a literary work. 

• Inference
Coming to a conclusion based on evidence and 
reasoning.

• Language 
The words and methods used by a writer to express 
meaning and ideas.

• Plot
The main events of a story, play or novel. 

• Structure
The order of events and in particular, the beginning, how 
events build up and whether or not there is resolution. 



The writing question is worth 40 marks in your exam which half 
of all available marks. Using MRPASSO methods will improve 
the standard of your writing: 
 M- Metaphor
 R- Repetition
 P- Personification
 A- Alliteration
 S- Senses
 S- Similes and Metaphors
 O- Onomatopoeia

Reading Questions and Success Criteria for 
each:

Question 1- List 4 things/4 facts.

Question 2- Language Question
 Method (e.g. metaphor, simile, adjective) 
 Quotation (this implies…)
 Word/s (including word class)
 Explanation (Mood, image, 

effect)

Question 3 – Structure (beginning, middle, end) 
 (Structural) Method-Shift in Focus 
 Quotation 
 Effect
 Focus 
 Purpose

Question 4- Evaluate a statement e.g. ‘In this story, the 
characters are realistic. How much do you agree?
Agree/Disagree
 Method & Quotation 
 Link 
 Explain

Writing Question and Success Criteria for each:
Question 5- Describe the picture or write a story-
 Write 5 paragraphs minimum.
 Use MRPASSO methods (see below).
 Use ambitious vocabulary.
 Use a full range of punctuation accurately.
 Use a variety of sentence types (ISPACE can be useful- see Half Term 1 

for a reminder). 
 Use well-planned paragraphs. 

Year 7 Half Term 5: Language Paper 1 

Advice for this paper:
 Read! This is a fiction paper where you need to read a fictional extract 

and comment on it, then write your own piece of fiction.
 Try reading a variety of short stories and novels. 
 Use your weekly reading lessons in the LRC to choose new and 

challenging texts to read.



• Gothic Genre 
Gothic literature often explores 
supernatural horror and includes 
conventions such as
- ghosts
- demons
- monsters 
- vampires
- curses
- secrets
- sinister settings for
example graveyards

- gloomy weather/storms
- ‘mad scientist’
- female in distress

Year 7 Half Term 6: Dracula

Glossary:
• Character

Any person, 
animal or figure 
created in a 
literary work. 

• Evaluate
Respond to the 
text with your 
opinion, giving 
evidence and 
identifying 
methods. 

• Genre  
A style or 
category of 
literature. 

• Methods
Techniques used 
by writers such 
as metaphors, 
similes and 
pathetic fallacy.

• Pathetic Fallacy
When a writer 
gives human 
emotion to non-
human things 
found in nature. 

For example, 
clouds could be 
described as 
dark and 
uncaring to suit 
a character’s 
mood. 

• Plot   
The main events 
of a story, play 
or novel. 

• Purpose
This is when we 
explore the 
writer’s 
intentions.

• Setting
Where a story, 
play or novel is 
set and in the 
case of Gothic 
literature this 
can include 
castles, 
monasteries and 
manors.

Bram Stoker and 
Dracula
• Bram Stoker was an

Irish author.
• He published Dracula 

in 1897. 
• Dracula was written

as an epistolary 
novel.

• This means it is a 
collection of diary
entries, letters, ship’s 
logs and newspaper 
clippings.

Romanticism
• A movement in the arts (novels, poetry, art, music) which occurred in the late 18th and 

early 19th century.
• This movement focused on the narrator’s emotions, description of setting, beauty and 

imagination and the rejection of industrialisation.
• Dracula was written in the Victorian period but was influenced by the Romantic era. 

How to succeed in a Literature Assessment
• Each Literature assessment will provide you with an extract from the text.
• You will be given a question which will ask you to explore a theme or character.
• You will be expected to write about quotations from both the extract and the text as a whole.
• You will need to be able to comment on aspects such as language and purpose. 


