
Year 8 Half Term 1: Moses and Prayer
Key Word Definition

10 Plagues The ten disasters sent upon Egypt by God to 
convince Pharaoh to free the Israelite 
slavery. 

Passover Passover is a Jewish festival and lasts for 
seven or eight days. Passover begins with a 
special meal to reminds Jewish people of 
how God helped their ancestors escape from 
Egypt. 

The 10 
Commandments

The Ten Commandments are laws or rules 
handed down to Moses by God on Mount 
Sinai.

Covenant An agreement between God and the 
Israelites

Decalogue The 10 commandments.

Bible The Christian Holy Book consisting of the Old 
and New Testaments.

Prophet A messenger who proclaims the will of 
God.

Conscience A person's moral sense of right and wrong, 
viewed as acting as a guide to one's 
behaviour.

Moral decision Judging what is the right or wrong way to 
respond in a situation.

Prayer Prayer is communication with God 
usually through words.

Atheist A person who disbelieves or lacks belief in 
the existence of God or gods.

Matzah, a flat bread, 
for the bread that  

didn’t have time to rise.

A bone for the lamb 
which was eaten 
before they left 
Egypt.

An  egg for new 
life.

Bitter herbs for 
the bitter times 
in Egypt. 

A green vegetable for Spring 
and new life . This is dipped in  
salt water for tears.

Charoset, a paste of 
raisins, nuts, apple 
and wine, to 
remember the 
cement used to build 
when the Jews were 
slaves.

Wine

Wine/grape juice: symbolises freedom.

The Seder Plate

The 10 Commandments
Type of Prayer

A Adoration and Praise

C Contrition, saying sorry

T Thanksgiving, giving 

thanks

S Supplication, asking for 

things

L Love of others

http://quietmike.org/2014/01/01/commandment-against-homosexuality/


Year 8 Half Term 2: Christian Living 
Key Word Definition

Social Issues A problem that effects many people or a 
certain group within society.

Parables Stories told by Jesus in the Gospels. These 
help people to understand a moral or 
spiritual lesson.

Charity Giving money or your time to help someone 
in need.

Injustice When a person or group of people are treated 
unfairly. 

Duty Something you are expected to do. 

CAFOD The Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development.  

The Beatitudes

 The Beatitudes are a set of teachings by Jesus that appear
in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. They were told by
Jesus in the sermon on the mount.

 In this sermon, He told us everything we needed to know
about being the best Christian we could be.

 The word "beatitude" is derived from a Latin word which
sheep and the goats –. This reminds Christians they
means ‘blessed’ or ‘happy’. Jesus’ was teaching an
inspirational lesson about how we can be truly happy!

 Watch the clip, can you identify what some of the
beatitudes are? What is Jesus getting at?

The parable of 
the good 

Samaritan is about 
having a duty to 

always care for our 
neighbour when 

they are in need. 

The parable of the 
lost son is about 
always forgiving 
others and admitting 
our sins and asking 
for forgiveness 

The parable of the 
sheep and the goats 
reminds Christians 
they will be judged on 
their actions towards 
others in need.

The parable of the 
talents this reminds 
Christians that they 
must sue their God given 
talents to helps others.

Social issues in our 
community include ;

Anti-social
behaviour

Drug abuse
Racism

Hate crime

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=he6sG5IpS5Q


Year 8 Half Term 3: Islam  
Key Word Definition

Muslim A follower of the religion of Islam.

Pillars Basic principles that Muslims follow.

Allah The Arabic word for God.

Fasting Going without food or water.

Salah In Arabic this means to pray or bless. 

Wudu The Islamic procedure for wiping parts of the 
body, a type of ritual purification, or ablution. 

Zakah This means purity or to purify

Islamophobia This an intense fear or hatred of, or prejudice 
against, the Islamic religion or Muslims 

The 5 pillars of Islam

Facts on Islam

• Followers of Islam are called Muslims.
• The Islamic Holy book used in worship is 

called the Qu’ran.
• The prophet of Islam is Mohammed.
• The Muslim name for God is Allah.

• Ramadan is the 9th month of the Islamic 
calendar. It was during this month that the 

Qur’an was first revealed to the Prophet 
Muhammad. 
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A pilgrimage is a journey with a special meaning. Pilgrimage is an act of devotion to God and 
usually involves ritual words and actions.

Preparations for pilgrimage;

• Pilgrim’s must be Muslim. Non-Muslims are not allowed.

• Pilgrim’s must be of sound mind

• Physically fit and able to take the strains and rigour of the journey

• In a position to provide for any loved ones they have left behind

• Able to pay for Hajj without having to resort to dishonest ways of raising money.

• The Five Pillars of Islam are basic guidelines (rules) of living that all Muslims 
are expected to follow.  

• Following these 5 pillars supports a Muslim in living a good life and should 
give them strength in difficult times.  They also show that a Muslim is 
devoted to God.



Year 8 Half Term 4: Catholic Beliefs and Rituals  
Key Word Definition

Atheist Does not believe in God or a religion.

Deist Believe in God but not religion.

Theist Believe in God and religion.

Agnostic Believes in the possibility of God.

Trinity The three unified persons of the Christian God
; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Omnipotent God is all powerful.

Omnipresent God is everywhere.

Omniscient God is all knowing.

Omnibenevolent God is all loving.

Transcendent God exists outside of space and time.

Eternal God has no beginning and will have no end.

The Trinity

Catholics believe in ONE GOD. However they also believe 
that God is 3 persons. 

The Father The Son and The Holy Spirit.
 The Father is God
 The Son is God

 The Holy Spirit is God

 The Nicene Creed is a statement of belief that teaches Catholics about the Trinity.
 It was written because in the early Church Christians had different beliefs about the nature of God
 Catholics say this every Sunday during Mass
 It helps Catholics to understand the nature of God and how he reveals himself to humanity. It also 

helps Catholics to be united in their beliefs. 

The Creed says: God the Father:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible.

There is only one God.  God the Father is all-
powerful.  He created all that exists.

The Creed says: God the Son:
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 

of God, eternally begotten of the Father, true 
God from true God, begotten not made,

Of one Being with the Father.

For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 

became incarnate of the virgin Mary, and was 
made Man.

Jesus is the Son of God.  He is of the same nature 
as God.  Jesus is the true God and was not made.  

Jesus is one with the Father – they are equal.

God became human in the form of Jesus to teach 
and show humans how to live so that they might 
enter heaven.  His birth was a miracle because he 

was from God.

The Creed says: God the Holy Spirit:
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshipped and glorified.  He spoke through the 
prophets.

God exists as the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is a 
part of God, like the Father and the Son.  God 
gives life through the Holy Spirit.

God’s Holy Spirit communicated with the 
prophets (messengers) so that they could share 
God’s will with people.

Sacrament: An outward sign of an invisible blessing by God. This means that the actions, words and 
objects involved in each sacrament are a sign that Catholics are receiving God’s love or blessing.  

Sacraments are a way for all to see that a person belongs to God, they are seen as a gift from God to 
show us He loves us.  They are first seen in the Bible, in the life of Jesus. Catholics believe that Jesus is 

with them at all times, and in the 7 sacraments Jesus joins a persons life in an outward way.



Year 8 Half Term 5: Creation and caring for the world

What Christians believe about creation

 Not all Christians believe that the world was created in the same way.

 Literalist/creationist Christians take the Genesis story literally (that 

the world was created in 6 days). This is because the Bible is 

considered to be the word of God and therefore cannot be denied. 

Key Word Definition

The Big Bang The explosion that science asserts created the 
universe. 

Evolution The process where organisms change and adapt to 
their surroundings in order to survive.  

Global 
Warming

The gradual process of the earth warming up.

Literal Christian A Christian who takes everything in the Bible to be 
absolutely true.

Non-Literal 
Christian

A Christian who believe the Bible reveals things 
about God but it is not necessarily literally true. 

Stewardship Caring for the environment for future generations.

Environment The process where organisms change and adapt to 
their surroundings in order to survive. 

Pollution Waste and dirt which contaminates the 
environment.

Literal views on the story of creation:
 God created the world in 6 days.
 The Bible is the word of God and cannot be 

denied.
None Literal views on the story of creation:
 Creation was over 6 separate events
 Accept Big Bang theory and evolution as well
 Pope’s say God uses science.
Both agree that:
 God was responsible for creation.
 God made the world good.
 World was made for a purpose.
 Things were not made all at the same time.

The Big Bang
 The most accepted scientific theory for the beginning of the universe is called the Big Bang Theory. 

 Before the Big Bang the entire universe was very small indeed (smaller than a single hydrogen atom), it was also 
very, very heavy and very, very hot.  

 This energy resulted in a massive explosion or ‘big bang’, which sent matter and gases flying out in all directions. 
Clouds of gasses formed, and as these cooled they formed the stars and the planets, including the Earth

 Our world is just one tiny planet among many and our galaxy is just one of millions.

 The galaxies are still moving away from each other as the universe expands, many scientists believe this fact 
proves their theory.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ci9jfMvoLb4

