
Year 8 Half Term 1-2: Tectonic Activity 

Glossary:
Crust: outer layer of the earth, 
thin solid rock broken into 
plates 
Mantle layer directly under the 
crust made of semi molten 
rock 
Outer Core liquid mental which 
moves giving us our magnetic 
field 
Inner core solid mental centre 
of the earth. 
Tectonic plate a large section 
of the earths crust which 
carries water or land 
Oceanic Plate and thinner 
denser plate which carries 
water 
Continental Plate a thicker 
lighter plate which carries land
Convection currents 
movements n the mantle 
causing by rising and sinking 
molten rock which cause the 
plates to move. 
Volcano a vent in the earths 
crust from which molten rock 
erupts 
Plate boundary where 2 plates 

meet. 
Destructive plate boundary 
where 2 plates move towards 
each other 
Constructive plate boundary 
where plates move apart 
Earthquake is a sudden violent 
shaking of the ground, typically 
causing great destruction, as a 
result of movements within the 
Earth's crust or due to volcanic 
action.
Tsunami a large wave created 
by an underwater earthquake 
Shield Volcano a volcano with 
a wide base and gentle sloping 
sides,  which is formed on a 
constructive plate boundary 
Composite  Volcano a steep 
sided volcano which erupts 
with violent force found on 
destructive plate boundaries 
Focus the point under the 
surface where the earthquake 
happens 
Epicentre point on the surface 
directly above the focus where 
the earthquake is strongest 



Year 8 Half Term 2-3: India

India, officially the Republic of India, is a country in South 
Asia. It is the seventh-largest country by area, the second-
most populous country, and the most populous democracy in 
the world.
Population: 1.339 billion (2017)
Capital: New Delhi
Currency: Indian rupee
What is globalisation?
Globalisation is the process by which the world is becoming 
increasingly interconnected as a result of massively increased 
trade and cultural exchange. Globalisation has increased the 
production of goods and services. The biggest companies are 
no longer national firms but multinational corporations with 
subsidiaries in many countries. This process has massively 
changed India in the past 30 years.

The growth in inequality
A slum area where people live in extreme poverty. India has a very uneven distribution of wealth and access to 
basic needs. One indication of the extreme poverty is the slum area in Mumbai. The area is called Dharavi, and 
was featured in the film Slumdog Millionaire. Below is a list of the key features of this slum:
It is one of the largest slums in Asia.
The slum area was initially an area of temporary squatter shelters - and has now grown to 4 sq km and become 
permanent.
The area is unplanned, and most dwellings are illegal. The means that basic sanitation is not present, with an 
average of one toilet for over 1000 people.
Water pipes and electricity cables are present and do connect to many dwellings. However, many have been set 
up in a DIY fashion and pose health and safety risks.
Informal industries have been set up which help to bring money in to the residents.
The government and developers want to redevelop the area. The area is located in a highly desirable area of 
Mumbai, which could command a high price for rents when developed.



Year 8 Half Term 3-4: Coastal Processes

Glossary:

Coast the zone between 
land and sea. 
Destructive Waves large 
waves which erode the 
coast
Constructive wave small 
calm waves which create 
beaches
Fetch the distance over 
which a wave is formed.
Hydraulic Action Air may 
become trapped in joints and 
cracks on a cliff face. When a 
wave breaks, the trapped air is 
compressed which weakens the 
cliff and causes erosion. 

Abrasion Bits of rock and 
sand in waves grind down 
cliff surfaces like sandpaper. 
Attrition Waves smash 
rocks and pebbles on the 
shore into each other, and 
they break and become 

smoother. 
Solution acids in the water 
can dissolve some types of 
rock  
Erosional landforms 
landforms created by 
coastal erosion these 
include headlands bays, 
wave cut platforms 
Depositional landforms 
created by constructive 
waves include beaches 
Longshore drift  the 
movement of material 
along a beach 



Year 8 Half Term 5-6: Environmental Issues
Environmental issues are harmful effects of human activity on the physical environment. Environmental protection is a practice of protecting the 

natural environment on individual, organisational or governmental levels, for the benefit of both the environment and humans. If not the 

consequences can be horrific as we learn in a selection of case studies below:

The Bhopal disaster, also referred to as the Bhopal gas 
tragedy, was a gas leak incident on the night of 2–3 
December 1984 at the Union Carbide India Limited 
pesticide plant in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India. It is 
considered to be the world's worst industrial disaster.

The Chernobyl disaster was a nuclear accident that 
occurred on 26 April 1986 at the No. 4 nuclear reactor in 
the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, near the city of Pripyat 
in the north of the Ukrainian SSR.

The BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill is an industrial disaster 
that began on April 20, 2010, in the Gulf of Mexico, 
considered to be the largest oil spill in history. The 
government estimated the total discharge at 4.9 million 
barrels. After several failed efforts to contain the flow, the 
well was declared sealed on September 19, 2010. Reports in 
early 2012 indicated that the well site was still leaking.

Climate change is about abnormal variations to the climate, 
and the effects of these variations on other parts of the 
Earth. Scientists have determined that the major factors 
causing the current climate change are greenhouse gases, 
land use changes, and aerosols and soot which are causing 
our planet to warm up due to the enhanced greenhouse 
effect. There is evidence to show that this will lead to an 
increase in global disasters such as flooding, drought and 
food shortages.


