
How to use Knowledge Organisers

The Knowledge Organisers are designed to help 
your child to learn a wide range of
knowledge which in turn will mean they are 
more prepared for their lessons. To get the most 
out of the Knowledge Organisers, your child 
should be learning sections and then self 
testing. 
Here is some advice about how you can use 
support your child to use these resources at 
home.  



Keyword Mnemonics

Make up a sentence where each word starts with the 
same letter as the words you need to remember.  Here is 
an example your child will have learnt in music:



Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check
One method of utilising the Knowledge 
Organisers is for a student to;

• Read the information and to explain it out 
loud.   

• Cover up part of their knowledge organiser 
and write it out from memory (in a black or 
blue pen)

• Self-check and correct any spelling mistakes, 
missing bits or mistakes (in a another 
coloured pen). 

This way, they will learn the most valuable 
knowledge in every subject by heart to enable 
a deeper understanding to be focused on in 
class.



Questions/Answers, 
Answers/Questions

A parent, carer or study partner can write questions (or 
answers) for the student. The student will then write the 
answer (or possible question that would correspond to 
that answer).  A student can also write their own 
questions, but if they do this they should leave it at least a 
day until they answer them to see what they can 
remember after a while.

Please remind your child to always check and correct!



Mind Maps

Mind Mapping is a process that involves 
a distinct combination of imagery, 
colour and visual-spatial arrangement. 
The technique maps thoughts and 
knowledge using keywords and images 
that trigger associations in the brain to 
spark further ideas.

Once a mind map has been created, 
the different sections can be covered to 
allow a student to test themselves on 
different strands, e.g. How much of the 
blue strand can you recall?

The following 
YouTube video gives 
some basic 
instructions on how 
to create a mind map:  
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=bOXrF
pZ4anw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOXrFpZ4anw


Flashcards
These are a very good and simple self testing tool.  

They can be created by hand or electronically.

Your child could make their own flash cards using the following 
advice:

Take some card and cut into rectangles roughly 10cm x 6cm.

You then write the keyword or concept on one side and the 
definition/key facts on the other. Then go through your cards looking 
at one side and seeing if you can remember the information on the 
other side.  Your friends or family members can also test you using 
your flash cards.

The following YouTube video gives more detailed information about 
the best ways of using flash cards, and the power of this learning 
tool. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVajQPuRmk8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVajQPuRmk8


Some students will want to take their learning further and show they can 
apply their new knowledge. This will help them to excel in school.  Here 
are some things they might like to try:

• Writing a paragraph with three key words or definitions in it.

• Linking different parts of their knowledge organiser by writing a 
paragraph about a key character or event that includes dates or 
quotations if appropriate.

• Creating a timeline or a colourful diagram to demonstrate the 
information they have learned.

• Creating a short story, comic strip, poem or piece of art work to 
demonstrate the information they have learned.

• Writing a magazine article about the topic and why it is an important 
part of the curriculum.

• Creating Top Trumps or other games to help them build up a stack of 
knowledge

We are keen to reward students taking ownership of their learning so 
please encourage your child to share their brilliant work with their 
teachers and family tutor.


