
Year 9 Curriculum Overview  
Subject: Design and Technology - GCSE Photography 

Term Content Assessment Tasks 

Autumn Term 

Half Term 1 
 

 
Pupils will complete: 
 

 Introduction to Photography 
 Project: Technical Terminology & Skills 
 Pupils will explore the key terminology and areas of the 

photography course through research. They will produce a 
folder of research demonstrating knowledge of each key area. 
Pupils will then be introduced to the basics of using a digital 
camera and will explore each key area by taking their own 
photographs. They will again produce a folder of their 
photographs and gain experience of the key areas. 

 

Produce a portfolio in relation to the current project.  
 
Each project will be assessed against the marking criteria and will 
be graded against each Assessment Objective. 
AO1: Develop 
AO2: Refine 
AO3: Record 
AO4: Present 
  
 

Half Term 2 

Pupils will complete: 
 

 Introduction to Photography 

 Project: Research into photographers 

 Pupils will continue to develop knowledge, understanding and 
skills of key areas, whilst researching the work of photographers. 
Pupils will then create their own work in the style of 3 chosen 
photographers, using their photographs as inspiration. 

 

Produce a portfolio in relation to the current project.  
 
Each project will be assessed against the marking criteria and will 
be graded against each Assessment Objective. 
AO1: Develop 
AO2: Refine 
AO3: Record 
AO4: Present 
 

Spring Term Half Term 3 

Pupils will complete: 
 

 Location Photography 

 Project: How you see the world 

 Key Areas: DSLR, Framing, Tone, Lighting, Form, Shape, Line, 
Shutter speeds 

 Pupils will be introduced to DSLR cameras. They will research 
Location photography and photographers and work in the style 
of to create their own images. They will then learn how to use 
photo-editing software to edit the images in the style of 
photographers. 

 

Produce a portfolio in relation to the current project.  
 
Each project will be assessed against the marking criteria and will 
be graded against each Assessment Objective. 
AO1: Develop 
AO2: Refine 
AO3: Record 
AO4: Present 
 



 

Half Term 4 

Pupils will complete: 
 

 Documentation Photography 

 Project: In the life of… 

 Key areas: Photo-editing, shutter speeds, ISO, Colour, Tone, 
Framing. 

 

 Pupils will research Documentation Photography and 
photographers and work in the style of to create their own 
images. They will develop their understanding, knowledge skill 
of the above key areas and produce a portfolio of documentary 
photographs telling a clear story of their life through imagery.  

 

Produce a portfolio in relation to the current project.  
 
Each project will be assessed against the marking criteria and will 
be graded against each Assessment Objective. 
AO1: Develop 
AO2: Refine 
AO3: Record 
AO4: Present 
 

Summer Term 

Half Term 5 
 

Pupils will complete: 
 

 Experimental Photography 

 Project: Abstract objects 

 Pupils will continue to explore and develop their skills and 
knowledge of photography through their own experimental 
process. Pupils will work with different objects, elements, 
settings and key areas to find their own style and build their own 
bank of knowledge and skill. Pupils will record and present their 
journeys. 

 

Produce a portfolio in relation to the current project.  
 
Each project will be assessed against the marking criteria and will 
be graded against each Assessment Objective. 
AO1: Develop 
AO2: Refine 
AO3: Record 
AO4: Present 
 

Half Term 6 

Pupils will complete: 
 

 Experimental Photography 

 Project: Abstract objects 

 Pupils will continue to explore and develop their experimental 
photography. Pupils will then choose one object as their focus 
and photograph it in various different locations, using various 
different experimental techniques practised in HT5 and the skills 
learnt so far to create a portfolio of abstract images. Pupils will 
record and present their work. 
 

Produce a portfolio in relation to the current project.  
 
Each project will be assessed against the marking criteria and will 
be graded against each Assessment Objective. 
AO1: Develop 
AO2: Refine 
AO3: Record 
AO4: Present 
 


